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_ IN SENATE. 
Wepne‘pay, December 7, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. took the chair at 12 
o'clock; and 
The proceedings of the two former days being 


or HUNTINGTON presented the credentials 

of the Hon. Samuet C. Crapr, Senator elected 

by the Legislature of Vermont, to fill the vacancy 

occasioned by the res'gnation of Judge Prentiss 

which were read. Mr. C. was then qualified and 
> took his seat. 

Mr. MILLER presented the creden ials of the 
Hon. Wm. L. Dayton, Senator elected by the 
Legislature of New Jersey, to fill the vacancy oc- 
easioned by the death of the Hon. Samvuex L. 
SourHakD; which were read. Mr. D. was then 

ualified and took his seat. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House 


of Representatives that a quorum of the Senate have assem- 
bled, and are ready to proceed to business. 


On motion by Mr. MERRICK, it was 


Resolved, That each Senator be supplied daily, during the 

resent session, With three copies of such daily newspapers as 
E may choose, provided that they be furnished at the usual 
rates of annual charge fora daily paper; and provided that 
any Senator thinking proper to take other thana daily paper, 
\* shall be entitled toso many such other papers as will be equal 
5 tothree daily papers. 


, THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

$ Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, en 
a to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal 
e the bankrupt law. 


18 BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

, Mr. TALLMADGE gave notice that he would, 
at an early day, ask leave to introduce a bill to 

a modify the several acts establishing the Treaswry of 


the United States. 


, A message was received from the House of 
; Representat ves, by Marrnew Sr. Crain Cuarxg, 
i. their Clerk, informing the Senate that a quorum 
4 of that body had assembled, and were Teady to 
" proceed to legislative business; and also informing 
te the Senate that they had passed a resolution, and 
fe appointed a commitiee under it, '0 join such com- 
at mittee as might be appoinied on the part of the 
h Senate, to wait OW the President of the United 
“dl Sia'es, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
- Houses of Congress had assembled, and were rea- 
ill dy to receive any communication he might make. 
st On motion of Mr. KERR, the above resolution 
‘it was concurred in; and the Chair was authorized 
y to appoint a committee of two on the part of the 
nd Senate; when 

of Messrs. Kerr and Kina were appointed said 
of committee. 

ats After a short interval, 

Mr. KERR, from the above committee, stated 
al thatthe joint committee had waited upon the Presi~ 
“ dent, and informed him that a quorum of the two 
” Houses had assembled, and were ready to receive 


from him such communication as he might think 
proper to submit to them; when the President di- 
recied them to inform their respective Houses that 
he would forthwith submit a message in writing. 
upon 
A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by the bands of 
Rosert Tycer, esq., his private secretary, which 
Was read, as follows: 
To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

We have continued reason to express our pro- 
found gratitude to the great Creator of all things 
for numberless benefits conferred upon us as a peo- 
ple. Blessed with genial seasons, the husbandman 
nas his garners filled with abundance; and the 
mecessaries of life, not to speak of its luxuries, 
















“wd bound in every direction. While in some other 
~ hations steady and industrious labor can hardly 
a ind the means of subsistence, the greatest evil 


hich we have to encounter is a surplus of pro- 
fuction beyond the home demand, which seeks, 
ind with difficulty finds, a partial market in other 








regions. The health of the country, with partial 
exceptions, has, for the past year, been well pre- 
served; and, under their free and wise institutions, 
the United States are rapidly advancing towards 
the consummation of the high destiny which ap 
overruling Providence seems to have marked out 
for them. Exempt from domestic convulsion, and 
at peace with all the world, we are free to consult 
as to the best means of securing and advaacing 
the happiness of the people. Such are the circum- 
stances under which you now assemble in your re- 
spective chambers, and which shonid lead us to 
unite in praise and thanksgiving to that great 
Being who made us, and who preserves us as a 
nation. 

I congratulate you, fellow-citizens, on the happy 
change in the aspect of our foreign affairs since 
my last annua! Message. Causes of complaint at 
that time existed between the United States and 
Great Britain, which, attended by irritating cir- 
cumstances, threatened most seriously the public 
peace. The difficulty of adjusting amicably the 
questions atissue between the two countries, was, 
in no small degree, augmented by the lapse of 
time since they had their origin. The opinions 
entertained by the Executive on several of the 
leading topics in dispute, were frankly set forth in 
the Message at the opening of your late session. 
The appointment of a special minister by Great 
Britain to the United States, with power to negoti- 
ate upon most of the points of difference, indicated 
a desire on her part amicably to adjust them; and 
that minister was met by the Executive in the same 
spirit which had dictated his mission. The treaty 
consequent thereon, having been duly ratified by 
the twoGovernments, a copy, together with the cor- 
respondence which accompanied it, is herewith 
communicated. I trust that, whilst you may see in it 
nothing objectionable, itmay be the means of pre- 
serving, for an indefinite period, the amicable re- 
lations happily existing between the two Govern- 
ments. The question of peace or war between the 
United States andGreat Britain, is a question of 
the deepest interest, not only to themselves, but to 
the civilized world; since it is scarcely possible 
that a war could exist between them without en- 
dangering the peace of Christendom. The imme- 
diate effect of the treaty upon ourselves will be 
feltin the security afforded to mercantile enter- 
prise, which, no longer apprehensive of interrup- 
tion, adventures its speculations in the most distant 
sea; and, freighted with the diversified productions 
of every land, returns to bless our own. There is 
nothing in the treaty which, in the slightest degree, 
compromits the honor or dignity of either nation. 
Next tothe settlement of the boundary line, which 
must always be a matter of difficulty between 
States as between individuals, the question which 
seemed to threaten the greatest embarrassment 
was that connected with the African slave-trade. 


By the 10th article of the treaty of Ghent, it was 
expressly declared that “whereas the traffic in 
slaves is irreconcilable with the gy of hu- 
manity and justice; and whereas both his Majesty 
and the United States are desirous of continuing 
their efforts to promote its entire abolition; it is 
hereby agreed that both the contracting parties 
shall use their best endeavors to accomplish so de- 
sirable an object.” In the enforcement of the laws 
and treaty stipulations of Great Britain, a practice 
had threatened to grow up, on the part of its 
cruisers, of subjecting to visitation ships sailing 
under the American flag, which, while it seriously 
involved our maritime rights, would subject to vex- 
ation a branch of our trade which was daily in- 
creasing, and which required the fostering care of 
the Government. And although Lord Duadees, 
in his correspondence with the American envoys, 
at London, expressly disclaimed all right to detain 
an American ae on the high seas, even if found 
with acargo of slaves on board, and restricted the 
British pretension to a mere claim to visit and in- 
quire; yet it could not well be discerned by the Ex- 
ecutive of the United States how such visit and in- 
quiry could be made without detention on the voy- 
age, and consequent interruption to the trade. It 
was regarded as the rightof search, presented only 
in a new form, and expressed in different words; 
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and I therefore felt it to be my duty distinctly to de 
clare, in my annual Message to Cananstns that no 
such concession could be made, and that the Uni- 
ted States had both the will andthe ability to en- 
force their own laws, and to protect their flag from 
being used for purposes wholly forbidden by those 
laws, and obnoxious to the moral censure of the 
world. Taking the Message as his letter of in- 
structions, our then Mhnister at Paris felt him- 
self required to assume the same ground in a re 
monstrance which he felt it to be his duty to 

resent to M. Guizot, and, through him, to the 

Cing of the French, against what has been called 
the Quintuple Treaty; and his conduct, in this 
respect, met with the approval of this Government. 
In close conformity with these views, the eighth 
article of the treaty was framed, which provides 
that “each nation shall keep afloat in the African 
seas a force of not less than eighty guns, to act sep- 
arately and apart, under instructions from their re- 
spective Guvernments, and for the enforcement of 
their respective laws and obligations.” From this 
it will be seen that the ground assumed in the Mes- 
sage has been fully maintained, atthe same time 
that the stipulations of the treaty of Ghent are to 
be carried cat in good faith by the two countries, 
and that all pretence is removed for interference 
with our commerce, for any purpose whatever, by 
a foreign Government. While, therefore, the 
United States have been standing up for the free- 
dom of the seas, they have not thovght proper to 
make that a pretext fur avoiding a fulfilment of 
their treaty stipulations, ora ground for giving 
countenance to a trade reprobated by our laws, 
A similar arrangement by the other great powers 
could not fail to sweep from the ocean the slave- 
trade, without the interpolation of any new prin- 
ciple into the maritime code. We may be permit- 
ted to hope that the example thus set will be follow- 
ed by some, if not all of them. We thereby also 
afford suitable protection to the fair trader in those 
seas; thus fulfilling at the same time the dictates 
of a sound policy, and complying with the claims 
of justice and humanity. 

It would have furnished additional cause for con- 
gratuldtion, if the treaty could have embraced all 
subjects calculated in future to lead to a misunder- 
standing between the two Governments. The ter- 
ritory of the United States, commonly called the 
Oregon Territory, lying on the Pacific ocean, north 
of the forty-second degree of Jatitude, to a portion 
of which Great Britain lays claim, begins to attract 
the attention of our fellow-citizens; and the tide of 
population, which has reclaimed what was so lately 
an unbroken wilderness in more contiguous re- 
gions, is preparing to flow over those vast districts 
which stretch from the Rocky mountains to the 
Pacific ocean. In advance of the acquirement of 
individual rights to these lands, soun liey dic- 
tates that every effort should be mitts by the 
two Governments to settle their respective claims. 
It became manifest, at an early hour of the late 
negotiations, that any attempt, for the time’ being 
satistactorily to determine those rights, would lead 
to a protracted discussion, which might embrace 
in its failure other more pressing matters; and the 
Executive did not regard it as proper to waive ail 
the advantages of an honorable adjustment of other 
difficulties of great magnitude and importance, be- 
cause this, not so immediately pressing, stood in 
the way. Although the difficulty referred to may 
not, for several years to come, involve the peace of 
the two countries, yet I shall not delay to urge on 
Great Britain the importance of its early settle- 
ment. Nor will other matiers of commercial im- 

ortance to the two countries be overlooked; and I 
oe good reason to believe that it will comport 
with the policy of England, as it does with that of 
the United States, tu seize upon this moment, when 
most of the causes of irritation have passed away, 
to cement the peace and amity of the two countries, 
by wisely removing all grounds of probable future 
collision. 

With the other powers of Europe our relations 
continue on the most amicable — Treaties 
now existing with them should be rigidly observed; 
and every opportunity, compatible with the inter- 
ests of the United States, should be seized upon to 
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enlarge the basis of commercial intercourse, Peace 
with all the world is the true foundation of our 
policy, which can only be rendered permanent b 
the practice of equai and impartial justice to all. 
Our great desire should be to enter only into that 
rivalry which looks to the general good, in the cul- 
tivation of the sciences, the enlargement of the 
field for the exercise of the mechanical arts, and 
the spread of commerce (that great civilizer) to 
every land and sea. Carefully abstaining from in- 
terference in all questions exclusively referring 
themselves to the political interests of Europe, we 
may be permitted to hope an equal exemption from 
the interference of European Governments in what 
relates to the States of the American continent. 

On the 23d of April last, the commissioners on 
the part of the United States, under the conven- 
tion with the Mexican Republic of the 1th of 
April, 1839, made to the proper department a 
final report in relation to the proceedings of the 
commission. From this it appears that the total 
amount awarded to the claimants by the com- 
missioners and the umpire appointed under that 
convention, was two million twenty-six thousand 
and seventy-nine dollars and sixty-eight cents, The 
arbiter having considered that his functions were 
required by the convention to terminate at the 
same time with those of the commissioners, return- 
ed to the board, undecided for want of time, claims 
which had been allowed by the American commis- 
sioners, to the amount of nine hundred andtwenty- 
eight thousand six hundred and twenty dollars and 
eighty-eight cents. Other claims, in which the 
amount sought to be recovered was three million 
three hundred and thirty-six thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven dollars and five cents, were 
submitted to the board too late for its consideration. 
The Minister of the United States at Mexico has 
been duly authorized to make demand for the pay- 
ment of the awards, according to the terms of the 
convention, and the provisions of the act of Con- 
gress of the 12th of June, 1840. Hehas also been 
mstructed to communicate to that Government the 
expectations of the Government of the United 
States in relation to those claims which were not 
disposed of according to the provisions of the con- 
vention, and all others of citizens of the United 
States against the Mexican Government. He has 
also been furnished with other instructions, to be 
followed by him in case the Government of Mexico 
should not find itself in a condition to make pres- 
ent payment of the amount of the awards, in specie 
or is equivalent. ™ 

lam happy to be able to say that information 
which is esteemed favorable, both to a just satis- 
faction of the awards, and a reasonable provision 
for other claims, has been recently received from 
Mr. Thompson, the Minister of the United States, 
who has prompily and efficiently executed the in- 
structions of his Government in regard to this im- 
portant subject. 

The citizens of the United States who accom- 
panied the late Texan expedition to Santa Fé, and 
who were wrongfully taken and held as prisoners 
of war in Mexico, have all been liberated. 

A correspondence has taken place between the 
Department of State and the Mexican Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, upon the complaint of Mexico 
that citizens of the United States were permitted 
io give aid to the inhabitants of Texas in the war 
existing between her and that republic. Copies of 
this correspondence are herewith communicated to 
Congress, together with copies of letters on the 
same subject, addressed to the diplomatic corps at 
Mexico, bv the American Minister and the Mexi- 
can Secretary of State. 

Mexico has thought proper to reciprocate the 
mission of the United States to that Government, 
by accrediting to this a minister of the same rank 
as that of the representative of the United States in 
Mexico, From the circumstances connected with 
this mission, favorable results are anticipated from 
it. lttisso obviously for the interest of both coun- 
tries, as neighbors and friends, that all just causes of 





mutual dissatisfaction should be removed, that it 1s , 


to be — neither will omit or delay the employ- 
ment of any practicable and honorable means to 
accomplish that end, 

The affairs pending between this Government 
and several others of the States of this hemisphere 
formerly under the dominion of Spain, have again, 
within the past year, been materially obstructed 
by the military revolutions and conflicts in those 
countries, 

The ratifications of the treaty between the United 
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States and the Republic of Ecuador, of the 13th of 
June, 1839, have been exchanged, and that instru- 
ment has been duly promulgated on the part of this 
Government. Copies are now communicated to 
Congress, with a view toenable that body to make 
such changes in the Jaws applicable to our inter- 
course with that Republic as may be deemed re- 
quisite. 

Provision has been made by the Government of 
Chili for the payment of the claim on account of 
the illegal detention of the brig Warrior at Coquim- 
bo, in 1820. This Government has reason to ex- 
pect that other claims of our citizens against Chili 
will be hastened to a final and satisfactory close. 

The empire of Brazil has not been altogether 
exempt from those convulsions which so constant- 
ly afflict the palguboring republics. Disturbances 
which recently broke out are, however, now un- 
understood to be quieted. But these occurrences, 
by threatening the stability of the Governments, or 
by causing incessant and violent changes in them, 
or in the persons who administer them, tend great- 
ly to retard provisions for a just indemnity for loss- 
es and injuries suffered by individual subjects or 
citizens of other States. The Government of the 
United States will feel it to be its duty, however, to 
consent to no delay, not wonvoltuble. in making 
satisfaction for wrongs and injuries sustained by 
its own citizens. Many years having, in some 
cases, elapsed, a decisive and effectual course of 
proceeding will be demanded of the respective 
Governments against whom claims have been pre- 
ferred. 

The vexatious, harassing, and expensive war 
which so long prevailed with the Indian tribes in- 
habiting the peninsula of Florida, has happily been 
terminated; whereby our army has been relieved 
from a service of the most disagreeable character, 
and the treasury from a large expenditure. Some 
casual outbreaks may occur, such as are incident 
to the close proximity of border settlers and the 
Indians; but these, as in all other cases, may be left 
to the care of the local authorities, aided, when 
occasion may require, by the forces of the United 
States. A sufficient number of troops will be 
maintained in Florida, so long as the remotest ap- 
prehensions of danger shall exist; yet their duties 
will be limited rather tothe garrisoning of the neces- 
sary posts, than to the maintenance of active hostili- 
ties. It is to be hoped that a territory, so long re- 
tarded in its growth, will now speedily recover 
from the evils incident toa protracted war, exhib- 
iting, in the increased amount of its rich produc- 
tions, true evidences of returning wealth and pros- 
perity. By the practice of rigid justice towards 
the numerous Indian tribes residing within our 
territorial limits, and the exercise of a parental 
vigilance over their interests, protecting them 
against fraud and intrusion, and at the same time 
using every proper expedient to introduce among 
them the arts of civilized life, we may fondly hope 
not only to wean them from their love for war, 
but to inspire them with a love for peace and all 
its avocations. With several of the tribes, great 

rogress in civilizing them has already been made. 
The schoolmaster and the missionary are found 
side by side; and the remnants of what were once 
numerous and powerful nations may yet be pre- 
served as the builders up of a new name for them- 
selves and their posterity. 

The balance in the treasury on the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1842, (exclusive of the amount deposited with 
the States, trust funds, and indemnities, ) was $230,- 
483 68. The receipts into the treasury during the 
first three quarters of the present year, from all 
sources, amount to $26,616,593 78; of which more 
than fourteen millions were received from cus- 
toms, and about one million from the public lands. 
The receipts for the fourth quarter are estimated at 
nearly eight millions; of which four millions are 
expected from customs, and three millions and a 
half from loansand treasury notes. The expendi- 
tures of the first three quarters of the present year 
exceed twenty-six millions, and those estimated for 
the fourth quarter amount to about eight millions; 
and it is anticipated there will be a deficiency of 
half a million on the Ist January next; but that the 
amount of outstanding warrants(estimated at $800,- 
000) will leave an actual balance of about $224,000 
in the treasury. Among the expenditures of the 
year, are more than eight millions for the public 
debt, and $600,000 on account of the distribution to 
ae of tne proceeds of sales of the fpublic 

ands, 


The present tariff of duties was somewhat has- | 


Ne 
tily and hurried} ed near the close of the 
session of Congtes, "Thal it should have aceen 
can, therefore, be surprising to no one. To rem: 
edy such defects as may be found to exist in man 
of its numerous provisions, will not fail to claim 
your serious attention. It may well merit jn. 

uiry, whether the exaction of all duties in cash 
does not call for the introduction of a system 
which has proved highly beneficial in countrie, 
where it has been adopted. I refer to the ware. 
housing system. The first and most prominent 
effect which it would produce, would be to protec; 
the market alike against redundant or deficien; 
supplies of foreign fabrics; both of which, in the 
long run, are injurious as well to the manufacty. 
rer as to the co pet The quantity of goods jn 
store being at all times readily known, it would en. 
able the importer, with.an approach to accuracy, to 
ascertain the actual wants of the market, and to 
regulate himself accordingly. If, however, he 
should fall into error, by importing an excess above 
the public wants, he could readily correct its evils 
by availing himself of the benefits and advantages 
ot the system thus established. In the storehouse, 
the goods imported would await the demands of 
the market; and their issues would be governed by 
the fixed principles of demand and supply. Thus 
an approximation would be made to a steadiness 
and uniformity of price, which, if attainable, would 
conduce to the decided advantage of mercantile 
and mechanical operations. : 

The apprehension may be well entertained, that, 
without something to ameliorate the rigor of cash 
payments, the entire import trade may fall into the 
hands of a few wealthy capitalists in this country 
and in Europe. The small importer, whorequires 
all the money he can raise for investments abroad, 
and who can but ill afford to pay the lowest duty, 
would have to subduct in advance a portion of his 
funds, in order to pay the duties, and would lose 
the interest upon the amount thus paid for all the 
time the goods might remain unsold; which might 
absorb his profits. The rich capitalist abroad, as 
well as at home, would thus possess, after a short 
time, an almost exclusive mewnee of the import 
trade; and laws designed for the benefit of all, 
would thus operate for the benefit of the few—a re. 
sult wholly uncongenial with the spirit of our in- 
stitutions, and anti-republican in all its tendencies. 
The warehousing system would enable the import- 
er to watch the market, and to select his own time 
for offering his goods for sale. A profitable por- 
tion of the carrying trade in articles entered for 
the benefit of drawback, must also be most seriously 
affected, without the adoption of some expedient to 
relieve the cash system. The “warehousing sys- 
tem would afford that relief, since the carrier 
would have a safe recuurse to the public store- 
houses, and might, without advancing the duty, re- 
ship within some reasonable period to foreign ports. 
A further effect of the measure would be to super- 
sede the system of drawbacks, thereby effectually 
protecting the Government against fraud, as the 
right of debenture would not attach to goods afier 
their withdrawal from the public stores. 

In revising the existing tariff of duties, should 
you deem it proper to do so at your present session, 
I can only repeat the suggestions and recommenda- 
tions which, upon several occasions, I have here- 
tofure felt it to be my duty to offer to Congress. 
The great primary and controlling interest of the 
American people is union; union, not only in the 
mere forms of government—forms which may be 
broken—but union founded in an attachment of 
States and individuals for each other. This union 
in sentiment and feeling can only be preserved by 
the adoption of that course of policy which, nel 
ther giving exclusive benefits to some, nor impos- 

ing unnecessary burdens upon others, shall consult 
the interests of all, by pursuing a course of modet- 
ation, and thereby seeking to harmonize public 
opinion, and causing the people everywhere (o feel 
and to know that the Government is careful of the 
interests of allalike. Nor is there any subject in 
regard to which moderation, connected with 4 
wise discrimination, is more necessary than in the 
imposition of duties on imports. Whether refet- 
ence be had to revenue—the ohpeot object i 
the imposition of taxes—or to the incidents which 


necessarily flow from their imposition, this is e0- 
tirely true. Extravagant duties defeat their end 
and object, not only by exciting in the public 

an hostility to the pyre a 7 
inducing a system of smuggling on an e 

scale, and the practice of every manner of frend 
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upon the revenue, which the utmost vigilance of 

yernment cannot effectually suppress. An op 

ite course of policy would be attended by re- 
sults essentially different, of which every interes 
of society—and none more than those of the manu- 
facturer— would reap important advantages. 
Among the most striking of jis benefits would 
be that derived from the general acquiescence of 
the country in its support, and the consequent 

rmanency and stability which would be given 
to all the operations of industry. It cannot be too 
often repeated, that no system of legislation can 
be wise, which is fluctuating and uncertain, No 
interest can thrive under it. The prudent capi- 
talist will never adventure his capital in manu- 
facturing establishments, or in any other leading 
parsuit of life, if there exists a state of uncer- 
tainty as to whether the Government will repeal 
to-morrow what it has enacted to-day. Fitful 
profits, however high, if threatened with a ruinous 
reduction by a vacillating policy on the part of 
Government, will scarcely tempt him to trust the 
money which he has acquired by a life of labor 
upon the uncertain adventure, I, therefore, in the 
spirit of conciliation, and influenced by no other 
desire than to rescue the great interests of the 
country from the vortex of political contention, 
and in the discharge of the high and solemn du- 
ties of the place which I now occupy, recom- 
mend moderate duties, imposed with a wise dis- 
crimination as to their several objects, as being 
not only most likely to be durable, but most advan- 
tageous to every interest of society. 

The report of the Secretary of the War Depart- 
ment exhibits a very full and satisfactory account 
of the various and important interests committed 
to the charge of that officer. It is particularly 
gratifying to find that the expenditures tor the mili- 
tary service are greatly reduced in amount; that a 
strict system of economy has been introduced into 
the service, and the abuses of past years greatly 
reformed. The fortifications on our maritime 
frontier have been prosecuted with much vigor, 
and at many points our defences are in a very con- 
siderable state of forwardness. ‘lhe suggestions 
in reference to the establishment of means of com- 
munication with our territories on the Pacific, aad 
to the surveys so essential to a knowledge of the 
resources of the intermediate country, are entitled 
to the most favorable consideration. While 1 
would propose nothing inconsistent with friendly 
negotiations to settle the extent of our claims in 
that region, yet a prudent forecast points out the 
necessity of such measures as may enable us to 
maintain our rights. The arrangements made for 

reserving our neutral relations on the boundary 

tween us and Texas, and keeping in check the 
Indians in that quarter, will be maintained so long 
as circumstances may require. 

For several years angry contentions have grown 
out of the disposition directed by law to be made of 
the mineral lands held by the Government in seve- 
ral of the States. The Government is constituted 
the landlord, and the citizens of the States wherein 
lie the lands are its tenants. he relation is an 
unwise one; and it would be much more conducive 
\o the public interest that a sale of the lands should 
be made, than that they should remain in their 

resent condition. The supply of the ore would 

more abundantly and certainly furnished when 
‘o be drawn from the enterprise and the industry 
of the proprietor, than under the present system. 

The recommendations of the Secretary nm regard 
‘o the improvements of the Western waters, and 
cerlain prominent harbors on the lakes, merit, and 
Idoubt not will receive, your serious attention. 
The great importance of these subjects to the pros- 
perity of the extensive region referred to, and the 
security of the whole country in time of war, can- 
hot escape observation. The losses of life and 
Property which annually occur in the navigation of 
the Mississippi alone, because of the dangerous 
obstractions in the river, make a loud demand 
upon Congress for the adoption of efficient meas- 
ures for their removal. 

The report of the Secretary of the Navy will 
bring you acquainted with that important branch 
of the public defences. Considering the already 
vast and daily increasing commerce of the coun- 
(ry, apart from the exposure to hostile inroad of 
an extended seaboatd, all that relates to the navy is 
calculated to excite particular attention. What- 
ever tends to add to its efficiency, without entail- 
‘ng unnecessary charges upon the treasury, is well 
Worthy of your serious consideration, It will be 














































seen, that while an appropriation exceeding by more 
than a million the appropriations of the pre-ent 
year, is asked by the Secretary, yet that, in this 
sum, is proposed to be included $400,000 for the 
purchase of clothing, which, when once expend- 
ed, will beannually reimbursed by the sale of the 
clothes, and will thus constitute a perpetual fund, 
without any new appropriation to the same object. 
To this may also be added $50,000 asked to cover 
the arrearages of past years, and $250,000 in order 
to maintain a competent squadron on the coast of 
Africa; all of which, when deducted, will reduce 
the expenditures nearly within the limits of those 
of the current year. While, however, the expen- 
ditures will thus remain very nearly the same as 
of the antecedent year, it is proposed to add greatly 
to the operations of the marine, and, in lieu of 
only twenty-five ships in commission, and but little 
in the way of building, to keep, wah the same ex- 
penditure, forty-one vessels afloat, and to build 
twelve ships of a small class, 

A strict system of accountability is established, 
and great pains are taken to insure industry, 
fidelity, and economy in every department of duty. 
Experiments have been instituted to test the qual- 
ity of various materials, (particularly copper, iron, 
and coal,) soas to prevent fraud and imposition, 

It will appear by the report of the Postmaster 
General, that the great point which, for several 


current year, been fully accomplished. The ex- 
penditures of the department for the curreni year 
have been brought within its income, without les- 
sening its genera] usefulness. There has been an 
increase of revenue equal to $166,000 for the year 
1842 over that of 1841, without, as it is believed, 
any addition having been made to the number of 
letters and newspapers transmitted through the 
mails. The Post Office laws have been honestly 
administered, and fidelity has been observed in ac- 
counting for, and paying over by the subordinates 
of the department, the moneys which have been 
received. For the detai!s of the service, I refer 
you to the report. 

I flatter myself that the exhibition thus made of 
the condition of the public administration wil) serve 
toconvince youthat every proper attention has been 
paid to the interests of the country by those who 
have been called tothe heads of the different depart- 
ments. The reduction in the annual expenditures 
of the Government already accomplished, furnishes 
a sure evidence that economy in the application of 
the public moneys is regarded as a paramount 
duty. 

° At peace with all the world—the personal lib- 
erty of the citizen sacredly maintained, and his 
rights secured under political institutions deriving 
all their authority from the direct sanction cf the 
people—with a soil fertile almost beyond example, 
and acountry blessed with every diversity of cli- 
mate and production, what remains to be done in 
order to advance the repre and prosperity of 
such a people? Under ordinary circumstances, this 
inquiry could readily be answered. The best that 
probably could be done fora peomre inhabiting such 
a country, would be to fortify their peace and se- 
curity in the prosecution of their various pursuits, 
by guarding them against invasion from without, 
and violence from within. The rest, for the gresier 
part, might be left to their own energy and enter- 
prise. The chief embarrassments~which, at the 
moinent, exhibit themselves, have arisen from over- 
action; and the most difficult task which remains 
to be accomplished is that of correcting and over- 
coming its effects. Between the years 1833 and 
1838, additions were made to bank capital and 
bank issues, in the form of notes designed for cir- 
culation, to an extent enormously great, The ques- 
tion seemed to be, not how the best currency 
could be provided, but in what manner the great- 
est amount of bank paper could be put in circula- 
tion. Thus, a vast amount of what was called 
money— since, for the time being, it answered the 
purposes of money—was thrown upon the country; 
an over-issue which was attended, as a necessary 
consequence, by an extravagant increase of the 
prices of all articles of property, the spread of a 
speculative mania all over the country, and has 
finally ended in a general indebtedness on the 
part of States and individuals, the prostration of 
public and private credit, a depreciation in the 
market value of real and personal estate, and 
has left large districts of country almost en- 
tirely without any circulating medium, In view 
of the fact that, in 1830, the whole bank-note 


years, has been so much desired, has, during the . 





circulation within the United States amounted 
to but $61,323,898, according to the Treasury 
statements, and that an addition had been made 
thereto of the enormous sum of $88,000,000 
in seven years, (the circulation on the Ist January, 
1837, being staied at $149,185,890,) aided by the 
great facilities aflocded in obtaining Joans from 
European capitalists, who were seized with the 
same speculative mania which prevailed ia the 
United States—and the large importations of funds 
from abroad, the result of stock sales and Joans— 
no one can be surprised at the apparent, but unsub- 
stantial, state of prosperity which every where pre- 
vailed over the land; and while little cause of sur- 
prise should be felt atthe present prostration of ev- 
erything, and the ruin which has befalien so many 
of -our fellow-citizens in the sudden withdrawal 
from circulation of so large an amount of -bank is- 
sues since 1837—exceeding, as is believed, the 
amount added to the paper currency for a similar 
period antecedent to 1837—it ceases to be a matter 
of astonishment that such extensive shipwreck 
should have been made of private fortunes, or that 
difficulties should exist in meeting their engage- 
ments on the part of the debtor States. Apart from 
which, if there be taken into account the immense 
losses sustained in the dishonor of numerous banks 
it is less a matter of surprise that insolvency should 
have visited many of our fellow-citizens, than that 
so many should have escaped the blighting influ- 
ences of the times. 

In the solemn conviction of these truths, and 
with an ardent desire to meet the pressing necessi- 
ties of the country, I felt it to be my duty to cause 
to be submitted to you, at the commencement of 
your late session, the plan of an Exchequer; the 
whole power and duty of maintaining which, in 
purity and vigor, was to be exercised by the Repre- 
sentatives of the people and of the States, and, there- 
fore, virtually by the people themselves. It was 
proposed to place it under the control and direc- 
tion of a treasury board, to consist of three com- 
missioners, whose duty it should be to see ihat the 
law of its creation was faithfully executed; and 
thatthe great end of supplying a paper medium of 
exchange, at all times convertible into gold and 
silver, should be attained. ‘The board, thus consti- 
tuted, was given as much permanency as could be 
imparted to it, without endangering the proper 
share of responsibility which should attach to all 
public agents. In order to insure all the advan- 
tages of a well-matured experience, the commis- 
sioners were to hold their offices for the respective 
periods of two, four, and six years; thereby secu- 
ing, at all times, in the management of the Ex- 
chequer, the services of two men of experience; 
and to place them in a condition to exercise perfect 
independence of mind and action, it was provided 
that their removal should only take place for ac- 
tual incapacity or infidelity to the trust, and to be 
followed by the President with an exposition of 
the causes of such removal, should it oecur. It 
was proposed to establish subordinate boards in each 
of the States, under the same restrictions and Jimit- 
ations of the power of removal, which, with the cen- 
tral board, should receive, safely keep, and disburse 
the public moneys; and in order to furnish a sound 
paper medium of exchange, the Exchequer should 
retain of the revenues of the Government a sum not 
to exceed $5,000,000 in specie, to be set apart as re- 
quired by its operations, and to pay the public 
creditor, at his own option, either in specie, or treas- 
ury notes of denominations not less than five, nor 
exceeding one hundred dollars; which notes should 
be redeemed at the several places of issue, and to 
be receivable at all times and everywhere in pay- 
ment of Government dues; with a restraint upon 
such issue of bills, that the same should not ex- 
ceed the maximum of $15,000,000. In order to 
guard against all the hazards incidentto fluctua- 
tions in trade, the Secretary of the Treasury was 
invested with authority to issue $5,000,000 of 
Government stock, should the same at any time be 
regarded as necessary, in order to place beyond 
hazard the prompt redemption of the bills which 
might be thrown into circulation: thus, in fact, 
making the issue of $15,000,000 of exchequer bills 
rest substantially on $10,000,000; and keeping in 
circulation never more than one and one-half dol- 
lar for every dollar in specie. When to this it is 
added that the bills are not only everywhere re- 
ceivable in Government dues, but that the Gov- 
ernment itself would be bound for their ultimate 
redemption, no rational doubt can exist that the 
paper which the Exchequer would furnish would 
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readily enter into s,eneral circulation, and be main- 
tained at all times at or above par with gold and 
silver; thereby realizing the great want of the 
age, and fulfilling the wishes of the people. In 
order to reimburse the Government the expenses 
of the plan, it was proposed to invest the Ex- 
chequer with the limited authority to dea} in bills 
of exchange, (unless prohibited the State in 
which ean agency might be situated,) having only 
thirty days to run, and resting on a fair and bona 
ide basis. ‘The legislative will on this point might 
be so plainly announced, as to avoid all pretext for 
partiality or favoritism. It was furthermore pro- 
posed to invest this Treasury agent with authority to 
receive on deposite, to a limited amount, the specie 
funds of individua!s, and to grant certificates there- 
for, to be redeemed on presentation, under the idea 
(which is believed to be well founded) that such 
certificates would come in aid of the exchequer 
bills in supplying a safe and ample paper circula- 
tion. Or, if in place of the contemplated dealings 
in exchange, the Exchequer should be authorized 
not only to exchange its bills for actual deposites of 
specie, but for specte or its equivalents to sell drafts, 
charging therefor a small but reasonable premium 
I cannot doubt but that the benefits of the law would 
be speedily manifested in the revival of the credit, 
trade, and business of the whole country. Enter- 
taining this opinion, it becomes my duty to urge 
its adoption upon Congress, by reference to ihe 
strongest considerations of the public interests, with 
such alterations in its details as Congress may in 
its wisdom see fit to make. 

Lam well aware that this proposed alteration and 
amendment of the laws establishing the Treasury 
Department has encountered various objections; 
and that, among others, it bas been proclaimed a 
Government bank of fearful and dangerous im- 
port. Ji js proposed to confer upon it no extraor- 
dinary powers. It purports to dono more than pay 
the debis of the Government with the redeemable 
paper of the Government; in which respect, it ac- 
complishes precisely what the Treasury does daily 
at this time—in issuing to the public creditors the 








treasury notes, which, under law, it is authorized to 
It has no resemblance to an ordinary bank, 


issue. 


as it furnishes no profits to private stockholders, 
and lends no capital to individuals. If it be ob- 


jected to as a Government bank, and the objection 
be available, then should all the laws in relation 
to the Treasury be repealed, and the capacity of 
the Government to collect what isdue to it, or pay 


what it owes, be abrogated. 


This is the chief purpose of the proposed Ex- 
chequer; and surely, if, in the accomplishment of a 
purpose so essential, it affords a sound circulating 
medium to the country and facilities to trade, it 
should be regarded as no slight recommendation 
Properly guarded by 
the provisions of law, it can run into no dangerous 
evil; nor can any abuse arise under it, but such as 
the Legislature itself will be answerable for, if it be 
tolerated; since it is but the creature of the law, and 
is susceptible at all times of modification, amend- 
ment, or repeal, at the pleasure of Congress. I 
know that it has been objected that the system 
would be liable to be abused by the Legislature 
—by whom alone it cou'd be abused—in the par- 
ty conflicts of the day; that such abuse would 
manifest itself in a change of the law, which 
would authorize an excessive issue of paper for 
the purpose of inflating prices and winning pop- 
it may be answered, 
that the ascription of such a motive to Congress is 
altogether gratuitous and inadmissible. The the- 
ory of our institutions would lead us to a different 
Bat a perfect security against a pro- 
ceeding so reckless, would be found to exist in the 
very nature of things. The political party which 
should be so blind to the true interests of the coun- 
try as to resort to such an expedient, would inevita- 
bly meet witha final overthrow, in the fact that, 
the moment the paper ceased to be convertible into 
specie, or otherwise promptly redeemed, it would 
become worthless, and would, in the end, dishonor 
the Government, involve the pecple in ruin, and 
At the 
same time, such a view involves the utter impossi- 
bility of furnishing any currency other than that of 
the precious metals; for, if the Government itself 
cannot forego the temptation of excessive paper is- 
rations, 
upon whom the temptations of individual ag- 
erandizement would most strongly operate? The 
people would have to blame none but themselves 


of it to public consideration. 


ular favor. To that 


conclusion. 


such political party in hopeless disgrace. 


sues, What reliance can be placed in cor 
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for any injury that might arise from a course so 
reckless, since their agents would be the wrongdo- 
ers ,and they the passive spectators. 

There can be but three kinds of public currency: 
Ist. Gold and silver; 24. The paper of State insti- 
tutions; or, 3d. A ey of the precious 
metals, provided by the General Government, or 
under its authority. The sub-treasury system re- 
jected the last, in any form; and, as it was believed 
that no reliance could be placed on the issues of lo- 
cal institutions, for the purposes of general circu- 
lation, it necessarily and unavoidably adopted spe- 
cie as the exclusive currency for its own use. And 
this must ever be the case, unless one of the other 
kinds be used. The choice, in the present state of 
public sentiment, lies between an exclusive specie 
currency on the one hand, and Government issues 
of some kind on the other. That these issues can- 
not be made by @ chartered institution, is supposed 
to be conclusively settled. They must be made, 
then, directly by Government agents, For several 
yearspast, they have been thus made in the form of 
treasury notes, and have answered a valuable pur- 
wee heir usefulness has been limited by their 

eing transient and temporary; their ceasing to 
bear interest at given periods, necessarily causes 
their speedy return, and thus restricts their range 
of circulation; and being used only in the disburse- 
ments of Government, they cannot reach those 
points where they are most required. By render- 
ing their use permanent, to the moderate extent 
already mentioned, by offering no inducement for 
their return, and by exchanging them for coin and 
other values, they will constitute, to a certain ex- 
tent, the general currency so much needed to main- 
tain the internal trade of the country. And this is 
the Exchequer plan, so far as it may operate in 
furnishing a currency. 

I cannot forego the occasion to urge its impor- 
tance to the credit of the Government in a financial 
pointof view. The great necessity of resorting to 
every proper and becoming expedient, in order to 
place the treasury ona footing of the highest re- 
=, esc isentirely obvious. The credit of the 

overnment may be regarded as the very soul of 
the Government itself—a principle of vitality, with- 
out which all its movements are languid, and 
all its operations embarrassed. In this spirit 
the Executive felt itself bound, by the most im- 
perative sense of duty, to submit to Congress, at 
its last session, the propriety of making a specific 
pledge of the land fund, as the basis for the nego- 
tiation of the loans authorized to be contracted. I 
then thought that such an application of the public 
domain would, without doubt, have placed at the 
command of the Government ample funds to re- 
lieve the treasury from the temporary embarrass- 
menis under;which it labored. American credit had 
suffered a considerable shock in Europe, from the 
large indebtedness of the States, and the temporary 
inability of some of them to meet the interest on 
their debts, The utter and disastrous prostration of 
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania had contrib- 
uted largely to increase the sentiment of distrust, 
by reason of the loss and ruin sustained by the 
holders of its stuck—a large portion of whom were 
foreigners, and many of whom were alike ig- 
norant of our political organization, and of our 
actual responsibilities, It was the anxious de- 
sire of the Executive that, in the effort to nego- 
tiate the loan abroad, the American negotiator 
might be able to point the money-lender to the 
fund mortgaged for the redemption of the prin- 
cipal and interest of any loan he might con- 
tract, and thereby vindicate the Government from 
all suspicion of bad faith, or inability to meet its 
engagements. Congress differed from the Execu- 
tive in this view of the subject. It became, never- 
theless, the duty of the Executive to resort to every 
expedient in its power to negotiate the authorized 
loan. Afier a failure to do so in the American 
market, a citizen of high character and talent was 
sent to Europe—with no better success; and thus 
the mortifying spectacle has been presented, of the 
inability of this Government to obtain a loan so 
small as not in the whole to amount to more than 
one-fourth of its ordinary annual income; at a 
time when the Governments of Europe, although 
involved in debt, and with their subjects heavily 
burdened with taxation, readily obtain loans of any 
amouat at a greatly reduced rate of interest. It 
would be unprofitable to look further into this 
anomalous state of things; but I cannot conclude 
without adding, that, for a Government which has 


paid off its debts of two wars with the largest | 


a rn] 
maritime power of Europe, and now owing a debt 
which is almost next to nothing, when compared 
with its boundless resources—a Government the 
strongest in the world, because emanating from 
the popular will, and firmly rooted in the affections 
ot agreat and free people—and whose fidelity to its 
engagements has never been questioned;—for sucha 
Government to have tendered to the capitalists of 
other countries an opportunity for a small invest. 
ment of its stock, and yet to have failed, implies 
either the most unfounded distrust in its good faith, 
or a purpose, to obtain which the course pursued 
is the most fatal which could have been adopted, 
It has now become obvious to all men that the 
Government must look to its own means for supply- 
ing its wants; and itis consoling to know that these 
means are altogether adequate for the object. The 
Exchequer, if adopted, will greatly aid in bringin 
about this result. Upon what I regard as a well- 
founded supposition, that its bills would be readily 
sought for by the public creditors, and that the issue 
would, in a short time, reach the maximum of 
$15,000,000, it is obvious that $10,000,000 would 
thereby be added to the available means of the treas- 
ury, without costor charge. Nor can I fail to urge 
the great and beneficial effects which would 

roduced in aid of all the active pursuits of Jife. 
bis effects upon the solvent State banks, while it 
would force into liquidation those of an opposite 
character, through its weekly settlements, would 
be highly beneficial; and, with the advantages of a 
sane currency, the restoration of confidence and 
credit would follow, with a numerous train of bless- 
ings. My convictions are most strong that these 
benefi‘s would flow from the adoption of this meas- 
ure; but, if the result should be adverse, there is 
this security in connexion with it—that the law 
creating it may be repealed at the pleasure of the 
Legislature, without the slightest implication of its 
good faith. 

I recommend to Congress to take into consider- 
ation the propriety of reimbursing a fine imposed 
on General Jackson, at New Orleans, at the time 
of the attack and defence of that city, and paid 
by him. Without designing any reflection on the 
judicial tribunal which imposed the fine, the re- 
mission at this day may be regarded as not unjust 
or inexpedient. The voice of the civil authority 
was heard amidst the glitter of arms, and obeyed 
by those who held the sword—thereby giving addi- 
tional lustre to a memorable military achievement. 
If the laws were offended, their majesty was fully 
vindicated; and, although the penalty incurred and 
paid is worthy of little regard in a pecuniary point 
of view, it can hardly be donbted that it would te 
gratifying to the war-worn veteran, now in retire- 
ment a in the winter of his days, to be relieved 
from the circumstances in which that judgment 
placed him. There are cases in which public fanc- 
tionaries may be called on to weigh the public in- 
terest against their own-personal hazards; and, if 
the civil law be violated from praiseworthy mo- 
tives, or an overruling sense of public danger and 
public necessity, punishment may well be re- 
strained within that limit which asserts and main- 
tains the authority of the law, and the subjec- 
tion of the military to the civil power. The de- 
fence of New Orleans, while it saved a city from 
the hands of the enemy, placed the name of Gen- 
eral Jackson among those of the greatest captains 
of the age, and illustrated one of the brightest pages 
of our history. Now that the causes of excitement 
existing at the time have ceased to operate, it is 
believed that the remission of this fine, and whal- 
ever of gratification that remission might cause the 
eminent man who incurred and paid it, would be 
in accordance with the general feeling and wishes 
of the American people. 

I have thus, fellow-citizens, acquitted myself of 
my duty under the Constitution, by laying before 
you, as succinctly as I have been able, the stale 
of the Union, and by invitingyour attention to 
measures of much importance to the country. The 
Executive will most zealously unite its efforts with 
those of the Ye acon Department in the accom- 
plishment of all that is required to relieve the 
wants of a common constituency, or elevate t 
destinies of a beloved country. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Wasuinaton, December, 1842. 


Mr. KERR moved that 1,500 copies ef the mes 
sage and accompanying documents, and 3 500 
copies without the documents, in addition to the 
usual quantity, be printed for the use of the Senate. 
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The CHAIR said it would be uecessary, vader 
the rule of the last session, to reier the motion to 
the Committee on Printing, unless, by unanimous 
consent, the printing was ordered. 

Mr. KING thought it was roi so intended by 
the rule; but, such being the impression of the 
Chair, he hoped the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
aie for the printing would be given. He made that 
motion; and 

The question being put, it was carried in the af- 
firmative. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, covering the Treasurer’s report of his ac- 
counts for the third and fourth quarters of 1841, 
and the first and second quarters of the year 1842; 
which 

On motion of Mr. EVAN 3, was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was ordered that 
the daily hour of meeting of the Senate be 12 
o'clock, until otherwise ordered. 

DEATH OF MR. J. W. WILLIAMS. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, informing the Senate of the death of 
one of its members, Mr. J. W. Wituiams, late a 
Representative from the State of Maryland; which 
being read, 

Mr. KERR rose, and remarked as follows: 


I rise, with feelings of painful regrét, to perform 
the duty of proposing to the Senate some special 
notice of the communication from the House of 
Representatives upon the recent and sudden death 
of the Hon. James W. WituiaMs, late a member 
of that body from the State which I have the honor 
here, in part, to represent. 

The first news of this distressing event reached 
me on my journey hither. The fact was then too 
confidently related to admit of doubt on my part, 
and was soon confirmed in all its particulars. 

The deceased was travelling, on Friday last, 
from his home, to the discharge of his high duties 
in this Capito), when he was stricken down by the 
visitation of Providence—apoplexed. In a state 
of insensibility, he was reconveyed to his own man- 
sion, in time only to draw his last breath in the 
bosom of his afflicted family. 

I will not detain you, Mr. President, by any te- 
dious homily of mine upon this striking example 
of the uncertainty: of the life of man, and of the 
poor assurance we have of its continuance, from 
day to day, even in the highest health, amidst 
the gayest enjoyments that life can supply, and 
with all the honors to which ambition may prompt 
usto aspire. We are proudly conscious cf “this 
sensible warm motion” of our being, but little 
think how soon it may ‘“‘become a kneaded clod!” 
We live on, heedless of the continual recurrence 
of fatal incidents like this, and take no warning 
from them. We seem, indeed, to live to be ever 
verifying the well-known aphorism—which is daily 
were oe ‘Man thinks all men mortal but hin- 
$e il 

Let us, Mr. President, take to heart this fatal 
blow on one who, like us, perhaps, was indulging 
the hape of prolonged life and happiness; and, in 
doing the formal honor to his virtnes and his mem- 
ory which custom here demands of us, let us ap- 
ply to ourselves the sad story of his untimely death, 
in solemn reflection, and keep it in mind, as a to- 
ken and a proof that we—ay, the wisest and the 
best of us—must ere long follow him to “that 
bourne from whence no traveller returns !”” 

It becomes me, as a friend of the deceased, to 
say a few words in justice to the character of so 
worthy and so excellent a citizen. 

Mr. WittiaMs was a native son of Maryland, 
but born in a section of it distant from that in 
Which be last and long resided. He was educated 
with unusual care, and great pains were taken to 
make him a scholar—and a good one; and he re- 
warded, by an assiduous improvement of his advan-» 
tages, the kindness of an anxious parent, who be- 
stowed on him the noble boon of a well-regulated 
education. 

Though intended for the profession of the law, 
he married early, and became an active and dis- 
ioguished merchant in our commercial emporium, 
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(the monumental city,) but ultimately retired, as 
most men seem inclined to do, to the pursuit of 
agriculture. Yet, with the advantages of carly 
stady and a cultivated mind, this gentleman was 
enabled to fulfil with high credit the duties of a 
Representative in the Legislature of his native 
State, and, for his superior intelligence and useful- 
ness, was for some time distinguished by the honor 
of presiding over the deliberations of its popular 
branch. 

In the discharge of all public duties, he was able, 
steady, and diligent; and it is proof of his eleva- 
tion in the general confidence and respect, that he 
was raised by the voice of an intelligent commu- 
nity aroand him to that high and honorable station, 
the duties of which he was hastening to discharge, 
and in which he died. 

I do not choose, Mr. President, to advert to the 
particular religious persuasion to which this gen- 
tleman belonged; but he performed his moral du- 
ties, and his social and domestic obligations, with 
fidelity, with kindness, and with uniform courtesy; 
and all who knew him will ever bear testimony to 
that amiable demeanor for which he was remaika- 
ble in all his private intercourse. 

If the deceased had any peculiar faults or foibles, 
I knew them not; and I trust they were only such 
as frail humanity is heir to. It were bootless now 
to weigh them in the rigid scale of justice. Let us 
not too scrupulously scan that account of him, 
which we, ourselves, could not render but in asking 
mercy: 

“No farther seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode-— 
There they, alike, in trembling hope re _ 
The bosom of his Fatherand his God!” 

I will offer for the adoption of the Senate, and 
as a memorial for our record, the resolutions which 
I send to the chair: 

Resolved, That the Senate have received with deep sensibil- 
ity the proceedings ef the House of Representatives on the sud- 
den death of the Hon. Jamas W. Wittiams, a member ofthat 
body from the State of Maryland, and sincerly sympathise in the 
regrets incident to that mournful occasion. 

esolved, That, in testimony of their high respect for tie 
character of the deceased, the members of the Senate will wear 
the usual badge of mourning for the space of thirty days; and as 


a further testimonial of respect for the memory of the deceased, 
that the Senate forthwith adjourn. 


The Senate, accordingly, adjourned. 


Mr. Berrien of Georgia, Mr. Miller of New 
Jersey, and Mr. Barrow of Louisiana, appeared 
in their seats to-day, in addition to those already 
announced. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, D.cember 7, 1842. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and ap- 


proved. 
THE ONE-HOUR RULE, 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose for the purpose of 
giving notice that to-morrow he should meve that 
the one-hour rule be rescinded. 

[Some gentleman was heard to say that the one- 
hour rule was not in force. } 

Mr. J. resumed, and said he had been told that 
the one-hoar rule was not now in operation, as it 
had been adopted for the concluding portion of the 
last session only. If, therefore, that were so, his 
notice would be unnecessary. 

The SPEAKER replied that the one-hour rule 
had been incorporated with the rules of the House. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON’S notice was then re- 
ceived and entered. 


ABOLITION. 


Mr. ADAMS called the attention of the House 
to the pusition in which a motion made by him to 
rescind the 2ist rule was left yesterday; the House 
having negatived the question, “Shall the main 
question-be now put)” afier the previous question 
had been seconded. He then expressed his desire 
that the question should now be takcn, and without 
debate; for it had been very fully discussed hereto- 
fore, and was well known to, and understood by, 
every member of the House. 

Tne SPEAKER said the question would come 
up as business in order; and, as the previous ques- 
tion had been seconded, debate was necessarily cat 
off. 

Some convereation in relation to the operation 
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of the previous question ensued, in which Mr. 
ADAMS, Mr. PICKENS, Mr. EVERETT, and 
the SPEAKER took part. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then said, as the gentle- 
men on the other side were avowediy very anxious 
to prevent debate, he hoped they would vote with 
him to lay the whole subject on the tabie. He 
then made that motion; on which the ycas and nays 
were demanded, and ordered. 

Mr. BIDLACK moved that he be excused from 
voting on this subject. 

Mr. B. said he bad ma?e this motion as the 
only way in which he could get an opportunity 
of “ defining bis position.” He had no doubt the 
previous question would be called and sustained; 
and he wished to take this cecasion, before the 
vote was taken on the motion now pending, to 
remind Southern gentlemen, and especially some 
of the members from Kentucky and Virginia, 
that he had been very much surprised at their vote 
on this question yesterday, as well as heretofore. 

Mr. B. bad been told, when this question was 
first submitted to him to volte upon at a previous 
session, that it was a question of “life and death” 
with the South, upon which “they were all united.” 
Supposing this to be the case, Mr, B. had gone 
with them upon an abstract proposition, upon the 
merits of which there was an honest difference of 
opinion among gocd men, who were his imme- 
diate constituents, as well as elsewhere, at the 
North. Now, what he wished was to appeal to 
Southern men to know whether they considered it 
magnanimous to urge Northern members to a par- 
ticular course on this question, when Southern 
members themselves would not unite upon it. 

The SPEAKER reminded Mr. B. that the mo- 

tion Was a very narrow one. 
Mr. BIDLACK observed he was aware he 
eould not go into the merits of the question, and 
he would content himself with saying that he was 
determined to remain consistent, and vote as he 
had done heretofore, notwithstanding the circum- 
stances to which he had reference. He bad ob- 
tained his object by referring to the peculiar posi- 
tio of the parties to the question, and would with- 
draw the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. W. C. Joun- 
son] to lay the whole subject on the table; end it 
was negatived—yeas 90, nays 91, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bid. 
lack, Bow Boyd, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, 
William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, 
Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Faastman, John C. Edwarda, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Gus- 
tine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkine, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, William 
Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Mitcheil, 
Newhard, Owsley. Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Powell, 
Alexander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rigger, Rogers, Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, 
Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Summers, Sweney. Taliaferro, John 

Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, 
Van Baren, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Wise, and Wood—90, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Brewster, Briges, Brockway, Broneon, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C, Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis. Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, 
Hall, Halsted, 4° Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, William W. Ir 
McClellan, McKennan, McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Morris, Morrow, Osborce, Parmenter, 
Patridge,’ Pendleton, Ramsay, —— Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex. H. H. Stuart, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Joseph L. 
White, Thomas Ww, Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Augustue 
Young—9l, 


The SPEAKER announced that the question 
recurred, Shall the main question be put? On 
which Mr. Apams bad demanded the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly taken, and 
resulted as fo'lows: Yeas 91, nays 93. The ques 
tion, therefore, keing again negatived, went over 
for the day. The yeas ard nays were as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardmen, 
B orden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, Cathoun, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Joke C.. Clark, 
Saley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrery 





win, James, Linn, Littlefield, Robert 
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Davis, Richard D. Davis, John Edwards, E Ferrie, 
Fomeden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, J, BR. Giddings 


Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hall, Halsted, H Hudson, 
Joseph KR. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Linn, McKennan, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mitchell, Mor- 


an, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Patri 

endieton, Ramsey, Alexander Randal! Benjamin Renae 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway Rodney, Wm. ussell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Siade, Truman 
Saleh, Smo + Stokely, Stratton, Summers, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Van Rensselaer, Washi » Joseph L. White, Thomas W. 


Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wiathrop, Yorke, and Augus- 
tus Young—91. 


NAYS—Mesers. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Bowne, Bova, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. 
Butler, Wm, O. Butler, Patrick C, Caldwell, T. J. Campbell, 
Chapman, Ciij Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Danie), 
Deweon, Dean, De » Eastman, John C. Edwards, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Fi d, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Wil- 
filam . Irvin, Jack, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClel- 
jan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Matthews, edill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, 
Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Powell, Read, Redine. Rencher, 
Rhett, Riggs, oom Roosevelt, Shaw, Shepperd, Wm. Smith, 
Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Sweney, 
Taliaferro, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and Wood—93. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to a question of order. 
If the question which had just been disposed of 
should be negatived to-morrow and subsequent 
days, as it had been both this and the preceding 
day, he wished to inquire whether it was to lie 
over from day to day, to the end of the session, 
(Cries of “The question is not debatable.”) He 
said he did not desire to debate i'; he merely wished 
to know where they were. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON and others objected to de- 
bate on the subject. 

The SPEAKER also stated that the House hav- 
ing disposed of the subject for this day, the gentle- 
man from Kentucky was not in order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, then,I will bring 
it before the Howse to-morrow. 

The — was then laid over. 

ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS. 

A message was received from the Senate, by A. 
Dicxins, Esq , its Secretary, informing the House 
that a quorum of the Senate was assembled, and 
that that body was ready to proceed to business. 

Subsequently another message was received from 
the Senate, by its Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had appointed a committee on its 
part to wait on the President, with the committee 
appointed on behalf of the House, to inform him 
that the two Houses of Congress were ready to 
receive from him any ccmmunication he might 
have to make, [The names of the gentlemen ap- 
pointed by the Senate will be found in our Senate 


report.] 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. WISE moved the reappointment of the se- 
lect commitiee of the last session on the public 
printing, which, during the last session, had made 
great progress with, and nearly completed its la- 
bors. 

The motion was agreed to. 

NOTICES AND MOTIONS. 

Mr. BRIGGS gave notice of a motion for the 
amendment of the 19th joint rule of the two 
Houses of Congress, so as to substitute the word 
“intoxicating” for the word “spirituous.” Th> 
role now stands thus: “No spirituous liquors shail 
be offered for sale, or exhibited, within the Capitol, 
or on the public grounds adjacent thereto.” 

Mr. BARNARD gave xotice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize tbe issue of 
convertible exchequer bills, and further to amend 
the laws relating to the Treasury Department. 

Mr. MATHIOT gave notice of a bill to grant 
pensions to certain widows of officers and soldiers 
of the Revolution. 

Mr. BURNELL gave notice cf a bill to provi’e 
for the enlistment of boys for the naval service, 
and to extend the term of the enlistment of sea- 
men. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON gave notice of a b' | 
to make an appropriation for the continuation «f 
the Cumberland road through the States of Oho, 
Indiana, and Ilinois. 

Mr. W. W.IRWIN gaye not'ce of a bill mzk- 
jag an appropriation for the construction of scven 
marine hospitals on the Western waters. 

Mr. HARRIS gave notice of a bill to repeal co 
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much of the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide reve- 
nue from imports, and to change and modify the 
law imposing duties on imports and for other 
purposes,” as imposes a tax upon salt. 

Mr. STEENROD gave notice of a bill to make 
an appropriation for the continuation of the Cum~ 
berland road west of the city of Wheeling, and the 
construction of a bridge over the Ohio river. 

Mr. J.C. EDWARDS gave notice of a bill 
authorizing drawbacks on goods exported by land 
to Santa Fe. 

Also, of a bill declaring what is the Northern 
boundary of the State of Missouri. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

Mr. McKEON gave notice that he would to- 
morrcw, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to organize the warehousing system. 

HUDSON RIVER. 

Mr. BARNARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill making an appropriation for con- 
tinuing the improvement of the Hudson river. 

STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved that 5,000 
copies of the document of the last session, in re- 
lation to the debts of the States, be printed for the 
ure of the House: rejected—ayes 57, noes 88. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Joint Committee, ap- 
Pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses of Congress had assembled, and were 
ready to receive any communication he might 
make, reported that the committee had performed 
the duty assigned them; and had been answered by 
the President that he would forthwith make a com- 
munication in writing to each of the two Houses. 

The annual message of the President was then 
presented by Mr. Rosert Tywer, his secretary, 
and read at the Clerk’s table. 

[This dccument will be found in its proper 
place, in the proceedings of the Senate ] 

After the message had been read— 
~. Mr. CUSHING moved that the message be laid 
on the table, and that 10,000 copies with the doc- 

uments be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to modify his motion, so as to order 
the printing of 5,000 copies with the documents, 
and 10,000 without. 

, Mr. CUSHING declined doing so, saying that 

is point was fally discussed at the last session, 
and the House then settled down with the under- 
standing that 10,000 copies with the documents 
was the number necessary for circulation. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cusnina’s 
motion, and carried. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

The House adjourned. 


In additien to the members recorded to have 
been present on Monday, the following appeared 
on Tuesday: Messrs. V. Birdseye, Walter Coles, 
William L. Gogzin, George S. Houston, James 
A. Pearce, G. B. Rodney, Jchn Westbrook, and 
David Levy, delegate. 

And, on Wednesday, the following sppeared: 
Messis. Cave Johnson, William W. Payne, and 
Edward Cross. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, DecemBer 8, 1842. 

Mr. PORTER of Michigan, and Mr. @RAHAM 
of North Carolina, in addition to those already 
announced, appeared in their seats to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. leid before the Srn- 
ate a commnnication from the Navy Department, 
transmitted in compliance with the act of Gongress 
of March, 1819, covering an abstract of the cx- 
penditures out of the contingent fund of that de- 
paitment, from the It October, 1841, to the 30h 
S: ptember, 1842, inclosive; hich, 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted a resolution, 
(which was, by uranimous consent, acreed to,) so 
far suspending the 34th rale as to authorize the 
presiding officer (o appoint the standing committecs 
for the present session. 

A mess*ge was received from the House of 


rr 
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Representatives, informing the Senate that that 
body had passed a resolution for the appointment 
of two chaplains for the present session, of differ. 
ent denomivations—one for each House—who are 
to interchange services weekly; and alro passed g 
resolution for the appointment of a joint commit. 
tre (consisting of three from each House) to super. 
intend the disbursement of the fund for the increase 
of the library of Congress; and asking the conenr. 
rence of the Senate in each. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the resolutions 
were concurred in, and the Chair was authorized 
to appoint the committee on the part of the Senate 
to superintend the disbursement of the library fund, 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the Senate, by 
unanimous consent, resolved to proceed forthwith 
to the election of a chaplain. 

Mr. BAYARD suggested whether it would not 
be better to pass a resolation simply appointing the 
chaplain of the last session. 

The CHAIR said that the rule required that the 
Senate should ballot; and the rezolation was there. 
fore inadmissible. 


CHAPLAIN. 

The Senate then proceeded 4o ballot; when jt 
was ascertained that only 25 ballots (not a quo- 
rum) had been receivec—of which 

Mr. Tuston received . ° 
Mr. Bulfinch . ; . ° a." -- 

At the suggestion of Mr. KING, the Senate was 
counted; when it was ascertained that a quorum 
were present. 

The Senate proceeded a second time to ballot; 
when 28 votes were received—of which 

Mr. Tuston received . ° - 26, 
Mr. Bulfinch . ° ‘ . 1, and 
Blank . ° . ‘ . i * 

Mr. Tuston was therefore declared to be daly 

elected. 


24, and 
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THE BANKRUPT ACT. 


Mr. BENTON, on leave, and agreeably to no. 
tice given, introduced a bill to repeal the bank. 
rupt act; which was read, as follows: 

hereas the bankrupt act of 1841 is unconsti- 
tutional and immoral, and violates the rights of 
the States and of individuals, and is invalid and 
void, and ought notto be permitted to ‘remain on 
the statute-book; therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the act passed on the 19.h of 
August, 1841, entitled “An act to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States,” be, and the same hereby is, repealed, ex- 
cept for the trial of cases now depending under 
said ac’; which cares may be prosecuted to ter- 
mination ander the following limitations aad con- 
ditions, to wit: 

First. That no discharge from his debts shall 
be granted to any bankrupt, except with the con- 
sent of two-thirds of his creditors, and upon the 
judicial certificate ef his integrity, as provided for 
in the 36th section of the bankrupt act of April 4, 
1800, which is as follows: 


“That no person becoming a bankrupt, according to the in- 
tent and provisions of this act, shall be entitled to a certificate 
of discharge, or to any of the benefits of the act, unless the com: 
missioners shall certify, under their hands, to the judge of the 
district: within which such commission issues, that such bank- 
rupt hath made a full discovery of his-cr her estate and effects, 
and in all things conformed him or herself to the directions of 
this act; and that there doth not appear to them any reason (0 
doubt of the truth of such discovery, or that the same was no 
a full discovery of the said bankrupt’s estate and effects; of 
unless the said judge should be of opinion that the said cerlt- 
cate was unreasonably denied by the commissioners; and unless 
two-thirds, in number and in value, of the creditors of the bank- 
Tupt, who shall be creditors for not Jess than fifty dollars, re 
spectively, and who shal! have duly proved their debts, under 
the said commission, shall sign such certificate to the judge, 
and testify their consent to the allowance of a certificate of dis- 
charge, in pursuance of this act; which signing and consent 
shall be also certified by the commissioners; but the said com- 
missioners shall not certify the same till they have proof, by 
affidavit or information, in writing, of such creditors, or of the 
persons respectively authorized for that purpose, sign 
said Certificate; which affidavit or affirmation, together 
letter or power of attorney to sign, shall be laid before the 
judge of the district within which such commission issues, 0 
order for the allowing the certificate of discharge; and the 
certificate shalt not be allowed, unless the bankrupt make oalt 
or affirmation, in writing, that the certificate of the comml* 
sioners, and consent of the creditors thereunto, were obtained 
fairly and without fraud; and any of the creditors of the san) 
bankrupt are allowed to be heard, if they shall think fit, before 
the respective persons aforesaid, against the making or 
of such certificates by the commissioners or judge, 
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Secondly. That the insolvent laws of the S a’es 
be respected and left in force, to the same dezree 
that (hey were ordered to be respected by the 61.1 
section of the act of 1800; which section is im the 
following words: 


“That this act shall not repeal or annul, or be construed to 
or annul, the laws of any State now in force, or which 
may hereafter be enacted, for the teliefof insoivent debtors, ex- 
cept so far as the same oy respect persons who are, o1 may 
be, clearly within the purview of this act, and whose debts 
shall amount, in the cases specified in the second section there- 
of,to the sums therein mentioned. And ifany person within the 
purview of this act shall be imprisoned for ihe space of three 
months fer any debt or upon any contract, unless ihe creditors 
of such prisoner shall proceed to prosecute a commission of 
bankruptcy against him or her, agreeably to the provisions of 
this act, such debtor may, and shall be, entitled to relief under 
any such laws for the relief of insolvent debtois, this act not- 
withstanding.” 

Thirdly. That the liens created by Sia‘e laws 
on the property of bankrupts be rexpecied and ob- 
served in the same full and absolute manner in 
which they were ordered to be respected and ob- 
served by the 64th section of the said act of 1800; 
which section is in these words: 


“That nothing contained in this act shall be taken or con- 
strued to invalidate or impair any lien existing at the date of 
this act upon the lands or chattels of any person who may be 
come bankrupt.”” 

Fourthly. That a person subject to involuntary 
bankruptcy shall not have the privilege of volun- 
tary bankruptcy; but, on filing a declaration of in- 
solvency, shall be subject to be proceeded against 
at the will of his creditors, according to the princi- 
ples of the 6th section of the bankrupt act of 
George IV, and the 13th section of the insolvent 
debtors act of the same reign. 

Fifthly. That the operation of the act be pros- 
pective only, according tothe first section of the 
bankrupt act of the year 1800. 

Sizthly. ‘That agreements on the part of bank- 
rupts in office to assign a part of their salaries and 
emoluments to their creditors, be binding in law, 
and give the creditors a right to have the same re- 
tained for their benefit. 

Oa motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill was then 
ordered to be printed, and read a second time. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from W. 
M. Quackenboss and others, sureties of the late 
collector for the port of New York, (Mr. Swart- 
wout,) asking thata law might be passed author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to compromise 
with said sureties their liabilities to the United 
States. Mr. W. remarked that this matter had 
been before the Senate three or four consecutive 
sessions, and a bill had been invariably passed, 
but failed in the House for want of time. 
He hoped, as this wasa short session, and as it 
was to the interest of all parties that the matter 
should be settled, that the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary would give the subject the earliest considera- 
tion possible, and report a bill without delay. He 
moved the reference of the petition to the Judiciary 
Committee; but, as no such committee was yet ap- 
pointed, it was ordered to lie on the table for the 
present, 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following 
resolution, which lies over, under the rule, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of instructing the Sec- 
7 of State to communicate with the judicial officers of 
the United States who have had the execution of the bank- 
rupt law, and ascertain from them the number of applications 
under the act, both voluntary and involuntary; the number of 
discharges, the points decided under any provision of the act, 
the opinions of the judges as to any amendments or modifica- 
tions of the act; and such other information as he may deem 
necessary to show the effects and operations of the act; and 
—_ report the same to the Senate on the first day of the 
ext session. 


Mr. BARROW gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the re- 
lief of Thomas W. Chinn. 

THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 


Mr. BAYARD rose and said be would take this 
early opportunity, in conformity with the notice 
which he had given on the last day of the last ses- 
sion, to introduce a resolution which he had been 


instructed by the Legis!ature of his State to intro- | 


duce four years ago;and he would take occasion 
to say that it was his design to ask its considera- 
ion at as early a day as practicable. The Senate 
having nothing of a very important nature to occupy 
its attention at present, he hoped they would be 


able to take the matter into considera'ion within 4 
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the present month, as. the adoption of the resolution 
would be, in his opinion, a bappy consummation 
with which to close the year. It was to reseind 
the resolution of the 16.h January, 1837, common- 
ly called the “‘expunging resolution.” Mr. B.'s 
resolution was then sent to the Chair, and read as 
follows: 


_ Whereas the Senate of the United States, in the exercise of 
its functions asa deliberative assembly, did, on the 28th day of 
March, 1834, adopt the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the President, in the late Executive pro- 
ceedings in relation to the revenue, has assumed upon himself 
authority and power not conferred by the Constitution aad laws, 
but in derogatien of both.” 

And whereas afterward, to wit, on the 6th day of January 
1837, the Senate, in reference to the above resolution, adopte 
another, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the said resolve be expunged from the 
Journal: and for that purpose, that the Secretary of the 
Senate, at such time as the Senate may appoint, shall 
bring the manuscript Journal of the session of 185-4 into the 
Senate, and, in the presence of the Senate, draw black lines 
round the said resolve, and write across the face thereof, in 
atrong letters, the words following: Expunged by order of the 
Senate, this 16th day of January, in the year ofour Lord 1837.” 

And whereas the Constitution of the United States expressly 
requires that each House of Congress shall keep a journal of 
its proceedings, meaning thereby to preserve a faithful and 
permanent record of those proceedings: 

And whereas the Senate of the United States, independently 
of its legislative, executive, and judicial functions, has the in- 
herent right, as a deliberative assembly, to express its opin- 
ions, which can be done only by resolution—which opinions, 
when thus expressed, become part of its pevceetinas, of 
bee we the Constitution provides that a permanent record shall 

ept: 

And whereas the resolution of the 16th of July, 1837, and the 
act of the Secretary of the Senate in compliance with it, in 
legal contemplation destroyed, and in fact defaced, the record 
of the proceeding to which it refers : wherefore, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 16th of January, 1837, 
commonly called the expunging resolution, be, and the same is 
hereby, rescinded, and shall be forever hereafter held as 
naught; and that, in all future publications of that portion of 
the Journal which contains the resolution of {833--'4, and in all 
copies which may héreafter be made of the same for any offi- 
cial or legal purpose, the said resolution of 1833-’4 shall be 
published and copied as it was originally entered on the said 
Journal, without any notice whatever of the superscription 
which was erroneously made, in pursuance of the resolution 
of the 16th of January, 1837. 

The resolution was then ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, it was ordered 
that, when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn till Mon- 


day next. 


JUDGES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. TAPPAN gave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, ask leave to introduce a resolution, 
proposing to amend the Constitution of the United 
States, in relation to the appointment of judges of 
the United States courts. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned till Mon- 
day next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 8, 1842. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO offered the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the several memorials, petitions, and reso- 
lutions on to the House of Representatives, during the 

resent Congress, which have not been finally acted on; also, all 

ills which went from this House to the Senate, and which 
were lost there; and such bills as were referred to the several 
committees of this House, and not reported on; be again re- 
ferred to the committee to which the same were heretofore 
referred, as soon as the said committees shall be organized— 
a written request to that effect being handed by any member to 
the Clerk, whose duty it shall be to enter the same in the 
journal, as if presented in the House. 


ABOLITION. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Apams, to 
rescind the 2Ist rule, so as to admit the reception 
of abolition petitions, resolutions, &c., on which 


the previous question had been moved and sec- 
onded, came up as the first business in order. 

Mr. JOHN W. JONES moved to lay it on the 
table; and called for the yeas and nays on the 
question; which were ordered, and resulted in yeas 
92, nays 95, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bid. 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Charles Brown, Burke, Williem Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, © Daniel, Daw- 
son, n, Deberry, Eastman, John C Ed 8, Charles A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilruer, Gogsin, William O. 
Goode, Harris, Hastings, are Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubbard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack. Wm. Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Juhn W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John 
P. Kennedy, Abraham McClellan, e Mallory, Marchand, 
Matthews, Medil!, Meriwether, Miller, hichell, oore, New- 
hard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Powell, Ray- 
ner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, Saun- 
ders, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder. Sp Steenrod, Sum. 
mers, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Van Boren, Ward, Warren 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and 
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NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ay- 
Grieg, Babcock, Baker, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
B. , Botts, Brewster, Brig way, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittendes, John ©, Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Craneton, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D Davia, John Edwards, Egbert, Ev- 
erctt, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Giddings, Patrick G. . Gordon, Granger, Hall, Halated, 
Henry, Howard Hudson, Joseph R. In errell, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James, Linn, Liwefield, Lowell, Robert Mc- 
Clellan, McKennan, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathict, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendieton, Ramsay, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, Wim. 
Russell, James Ruasell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simenton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Vao Rensselaer 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and 
A. Young—9%5, ; 

So the Houre refused to Jay the resolution on 
the table. 

Toe question then recurring, “Shall the main 
question be now put?” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD renewed the point of order 
raised by him yesterday; and contended that, al- 
though the effect of the second to the previous 
question was to put an end to debate, yet the refu- 
sal of the House to order the mzin question to be 
put, authorized debate after the next day. He 
understood from the Manual, that the decision of 
the House refusing to order the main question to 
be put, carried the question over to the next day; 
but, when that day came, if the main question was 
not ordered, the second was imperative. If the 
decision of the Chair was correct, the House might 
go on, from day to day, refusing to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, and refusing to order the main 
question to be put; and thus the question would 
never be settled. Certainly, a construction of the 
rales leading to such consequences could not be 
correct. It had been suggested by some one be- 
hind him, that the difficulty could be cbviated by 
reconsidering the question; and he therefore hoped 
that some gentleman who voted with the majority 
would move a reconsideration. 


The SPEAKER reaffirmed his decision, and 
pointed out two authorities, which he read to the 
House, sustaining his decision. 


Mr. EVERETT suggested to the gentleman from 
Kentucky to take an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair; stating tha', if the gent!eman did not ap- 
peal, he would appeal himcelf. [Mr. Uxnnerweop 
said that he would take an appeal, in order to try 
the sense of the House on the subject.}] Neither 
of the cases read by the Chair, Mr. E, said, gave 
the decision of the Speaker or of the House on the 
question now at issue; in both cases, the difficulty 
having been got over by the members moving a 
reconsideration, instead of taking an appeal. The 
error of the Chair seemed to him io consist in this: 
that he took the second to the previous question for 
the order of the House. By the parliamentary 
law, the previous question coul! be seconded by a 
single member; and under the rules of the House, 
it required a majority for a second; but in both 
cases it was only a second, and not the order of the 
House. He contended, therefore, that when the 
question fell, the second fell with it. It was now 
too late to move the reconsideration, and the first 
question to be put would be on ordering the main 
question. It that should be lost, the House would 
be jest where it was the day before; and so they 
might thus go on from day to day, refusing to lay 
the resolution on the table, and refusing to order 
the main question to be taken. Mr. E. concluded 
by appealing from the decision of the Chair. 

After some remarks from Mr. BRIGGS, anda 
reply by the CHAIR, neither of which were dis- 
tinetly understood by the reporter, 

Mr. BRIGGS was proceeding with his remarks, 
when 

Mr. TURNEY called him to order, on the 
ground that the appeal was not deba'able. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL tefcrred to some au- 
thorities sustaining the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. TURNEY objected to debate on the appeal, 
and moved to lay it on the table; which motion 
was carried without a division. 

The que-tion was then taken cn ordering the 
main question, and deci!ed in the negative—yeas 
95, nays 100, as follows: 

Pag he gel a ay Sherlock o Anee B 
c Babcock, ’ na. Birdeeye, . n, 
Sorten, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, J:remiah Brown. 
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Bumell, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John C, Clark, 

. Clarke, James Cooper, Siaeaie tenon Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Joho’ Edwards, Egbert, Everett, 
Perris, Fessenden, Fillmore, A Lawrence Foster, Giddings, 
Patrick G. Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, 


Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Joha P. 
Kennedy, Linn, McK ” Mathiot, Maxwell, 


Maynard, M , Morris, Morrow, ag Par- 
aetater, Patridge, gat Ramsey, Benjamin ndall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Reynolds, Ridgw ay, 
Rodney, William Ruseell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van 
Rensselaer, ne Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liame, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Augustus 


Young—9%5. 

NAVS—Meners, Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caidwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, Thomas J Camppell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, niel, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Eastman, John C. Edwards, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Fioyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wil- 
liam ©, Goode, Gordon, Green, Sonia, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, a Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charlies 
5. Tngerscil, William W. Irwin, Jack, William Cost Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Maliory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Meri- 
wether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Payne, Pearce, 
Pickene, Plumer, Powell, Read, Reding, Rencher. Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, William 
Bmith, Bnyder, ®prige, Bieenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, 
ree, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and Wood— 

So the House refused to order the main question 


to be now put. 
THE ONE-HOUR RULE. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose, pursuant to notice 
given yesterday, to move that the one-hour rule 
adopted at the last session, (which had been incor- 
porated in the general rules, and was, therefore, in 
force for the present session,) be now rescinded. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a point of order; and 
he inquired from the Speaker whether it was in 
order to move that resolution at that time. He 
contended that resolutions were not then in order. 

Toe SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Jonnson} had given notice of his 
motion, and it had been received and entered; and 
as there was now no other business before the 
House, it came up in order. 


Mr. FILLMORE contended that the notice given 
by the gentleman from Maryland only authorized 
the introduction of his resolution when resolutions 
were in order; but, at present, petitions were in 
order. 

Toe SPEAKER said there were no committees 
appointed to which petitions could be referred; and 
be decided this resolutiou to be in order. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then said it was not his 
intention to consume the time of the House, but he 
felt desirous to say that it was indispensab'e to wise 
legistation that a reascnable time should be given 
for the discussion of the questions which should 
come before this House. It was due to the coun- 
try that the Representatives of the people should 
have the opportunity to express their opinions 
on some of the vast questions that wonld 
arise—the currency, forinstancs. His object, there- 
fore, was not to delay, bat to expedite the pubtic 
business. He was willing that a particular day 
should be fixed to terminate debate on any partic- 
ular bill, or that the House should have the con- 
irol of it by the previous question. But he con- 
tended that no party had been benefited by the 
adoption of this one-hour rule. They had been 
here during two sessions, and, since the adoption 
of this rale, no member had bad time to express 
his views fully on any question. He (Mr. Joun- 
son) had been thereby compelled to be a silent 
member of the House—[laughter]—and for one, 
he should desire, on one or two subjects, to address 
the House at a greater length than the rule in 
yoes'ion would permi'. He wished this great body 
tobetiie organ of the people; and, as their Represent 
atives, to discuss public measures, and to carry 
them out after a fall examination; and hence he 
made this motion, But as it was not his intention, 
as he had before siated, to consume unnecessar ly 
the time of the House, he would now move the 
previous question. 

_ The previous questica was seconded; and as the 
Speaker was about to propose the question, Shall 
the main question be now pul? 

Mr. McKENNAN rose and said, believing that 


to be one of the best rules this House ever adopted, 
he would move to lay the resolution on the table; 
and on this motion he called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the mo- 
tion to lay the rereinding resolution on the table 
prevailed—yeas 116, nays 70, as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Aycrigg, 
Babeeck, Baker, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, 
Roardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Butler, William O. 
Buter, Cajhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, Chap- 
man, Childs, Chittenden, John ©. Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davie, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G, Goode, Granger, Hall, Halsted, 
Hays, Henry, Holmes, houston, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James, Cave Johnson, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Linn, 
Abraham McClellan, McKennan, Marchand, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, 
Pendleton, Plumer, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alex- 
ander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, ery. Rodney, 
Rogers, Willian Ruseell, James M. Russe}i, Saltonstall, Shep- 
perd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Warren, Washington, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W, Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Augustus Young 
—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Barnard, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Eastman, 
Egbert, Everett, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, 

illiam O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, Hastings, Hop- 
kins, Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, 
William Cost Johnson, John W. Jones, Litilefield, Lowell, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, 
Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, Pearce, Pickens, 
Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Sanford, Shaw, William 
Smith, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Watterson, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood—70. 


Mr. WELLER moved that when this House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet again on Monday 
next; which was carried, the vote being 91 in the 
affirmative and 60 in the negative. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House then 
adjourn, which was agreed to; and the House ad- 
journed to meet again on Monday next. 


The following additional members appeared in 
their places to-day: 

Messrs. Saunpers, G. W. Catpwe.tt, W. 0. 
Goopr, MraiweTner, Moore, Maynarp, and 
Howarp. 





IN SENATE. 


Mownpay, December 12, 1842. 

The Senate met at 12 o’clock. 

The following Senators, in addition to those 
heretofore announced, appeared in their seats to- 
day, viz: Messrs. Simmons and Spracue, of Rhode 
Island; Messrs. Waite and Smits, of Indiana; 
Mr. Yoona, ofIllinois;Mr Linn, of Missouri; Mr. 
Woopsriper, of Michigan; and Mr, Futton, of 
Arkansas. 

After the reading of the journal of Thursday 
last, the President pro fem. announced to the Sen- 
ate the standing committees; but, previous to such 
annunciation, he was understood to say that the 
Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives] who was 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
at the last session, had expressed a wish to the 
President pro tem. to be excused from serving 
on that committee, and gave reasons for such wish, 
which were considered ample. 

The committees are as follows: 

On Foreign Rela'ions.—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Tallmadge, and Choate. 

On Finance.—Mersrs. Evans, Graham, Wood- 
bury, Berrien, and Crittenden. 

On Commerce.—Messts. Huntington, Wood- 
bri¢ge, King, Barrow, and Wright. 

On Manufactures —Messrs. Simmons, Archer, 
Miller, Buchanan, and Morehead. 

On Agriculture.—Messrs. Linn, Bates, Crafts, 
Smith of Connecticut, and Sturgeon. 

On Military Affairs —Messrs. Crittenden, Mer- 
rick, Benton, Huntington, and Wilcox. 

On the Militia —Messrs. Barrow, Falton, Smith 
of Indiana, Williams, and McRoberts. 

On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Bayard, Graham, 
Williams, Choate, and Barrow. 

Oa Public Lands —Messrs. Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Huntington, and Conrad. 

On Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Henderson, 
Linn, Tappan, Falton, and Sprague. 


On Indian Affairs.—Messrs. White, Morehead 
Sevier, Phelps, and Benton. F 

On Claims.—Messts, Graham, Wright, Wood. 
bury, Woodbridge, and Phelps. 

On Revolutionary Claims.—Messts. Phelps, Clay. 
ton, Smith of Connecticut, Allen, and Williams, 

On the Judiciary.—Messis. Berrien, Clayton 
Dayton, Walker, and Kerr. ; 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. Mer. 
rick, Simmons, McRoberts, Conrud, and Miller. 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Porter, White, 
Young, King, and Cuthbert. 

On Pensions.—Messrs. Bates, Bagby, Allen, 
Phelps, and Sevier. 

On the District of Columbia —Messrs. Miller 
Bavard, Kisg, Kerr, and Young. 

On Patents and the Patent Office —Messts. Kerr, 
Porter, Henderson, Wilcox, and Sturgeon. 

On the Public Buildings —Messts. Dayton, Ful. 
top, and Evans. 

On the Library.—Messrs. Woodbricge, Tappan, 
and Choate. 

On Engrossed Bills.—Messrs. Conrad, Bagby, and 
Sturgeon. 

: On Enrolled Bills—Messts. Sprague and Wi. 
iams. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses — 
Messrs. Tappan, White, and Porter. 

On Retrenchment.—Messrs. Morehead, Graham, 
Miller, Falton, and Sprague. 

On Printing.—Messrs. Clayton, Williams, and 
Sprague. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial, nu. 
merously signed, from manufacturers of furred 
hats, in the city cf Philadelphia, representing that, 
previous to the passage of the last tariff, hat 
ters’ fars were inireduced free of duty; but by that 
tariff, the same rate of duty (25 per cent.) was 
imposed gn unfinished bats and unmanufactured 
fars as was imposed on hats finished; which oper- 
ated as no incidental protection to them at all, 
They state that if the 25 per cent. duty be retain- 
ed on fars, it will throw thousands of hatters in this 
country out of employment, and ruin the business; 
and, therefere, pray that unmanufactured furs may 
be admitted free of duty: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the memorial of 
William Quackenboss and others, the sureties of 
Samuel Swartwout, which he presented on Thurs- 
day last, was, in addition to other documents on 
the same subject, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of the widow 
of Joseph Conckey, a soldier in the Revolutionary 
war, fora pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Taylor, 
Morrell, & Co., of New York city, praying thata 
law might be passed changing the name of the 
ship Westchester: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Seneca county, New York, 
praying that Congress would repeal the bankrup! 
law: referred to the Jadiciary Committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a meaorial 
from the widow of Joseph Nourse, deceased, pray- 
ing the payment of a sum of money to her, which 
was decreed to her deceased husband by. the Sv- 
preme Court, in a suit against the United Sta‘es; 
which, with cther documents on the files, was te 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the proceedings of 
a meeting cf citizens of Philadelphia, of which 
Mr. John M. Scott was chairman, accompanied by 
a memorial urging strongly upon Congress the pro- 
priety of their deciding upon the claims for French 
spoliations prior to 1800: referred to the Commit 
tee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of Con- 
stant R. King and Julia Headley, children of Jo 
seph King, deceased, late a paymaster and clothiet 
in the Revolutionary army, praying to be allowed 
bounty land on account of the services of their de 
ceased father: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. -- 

Also presented a memoria) from the representa- 
tives of Samuel Nicholson, deceased, late 2 cap: 
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tain in the naval service, praying to be allowed an 
amount of pay withheld from him by the United 
Siates, while under arrest, of which he was after- 
wards honorably acquitted: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from Rich- 
ard H. Wilde, praying that Congress will pass a 
jaw extending to him the benefit of the copyright 
jaw of the United States, in the publication of a 
work of which he is the author, and which he is 
compelled, from the nature of the work, to have 
first printed in Europe: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BARROW, agreeably to notice, on leave, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Thos. W. Chinn; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from 
Samuel Grice of Philadelphia, praying remunera- 
tion for certain losses under a contract with the 
Navy Department for cutting certain timber, in 
consequence of interruptiun by hostile Indians: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


JUDGES OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. TAPPAN, agreeably to notice given, and on 
jeave, introduced a joint resolution so to amend the 
Constitution of the United States as to limit the 
term of office of the judges of the Supreme and 
Inferior Courts of the United States; which was 
read twice, and made the special order of the day 
for the first Monday in January, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of James 
Trumbull, of Pike county, Ilinois, praying for the 
privilege of relocating a quarter section of land 
received on account of military services during the 
Jate war; and also for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG also gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce bills of the fvl- 
lowing titles, to wil: 

An act granting an additional quantity of land to 
the State of Illinois, to aid in the completion of 
the Illinois and Michigan canal. 

An act appropriating the proceeds of the rents 
of the United Siates lead-mines in the State of Il- 
linois, and Territories of Wisconsin and Iowa, for 
the improvement of the navigation at the Rock 
River and Des Moines rapids, in the Mississippi 
river. 

An act making further appropriations for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road, in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and 

An act making a further appropriation for the 
completion of the public works, and rebuilding the 
light-house at the harbor of Chicago. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented the petition of Daniel 
Murray, praying certain allowances for carrying 
the United States mail: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented petitions from Olive 
Thompson and Margaret Gould, widows of revo- 
lutionary soldiers, praying pensions: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of William 
Rassell, of the schooner Perch, praying for fishing 
bounty: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On votion of Mr. WOODBURY, leave was 
granted D. T. Maurice to withdraw from the files 
of the Senate ceriain documents. 


FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON. 


Mr. LINN gave notice that he would on to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce ccrtain bills; among 
which was a bill to indemnify General Andrew 
Jackson the fine of $1,000, with costs, imposed on 
him for discharging his official duties, by Judge 
Hall of New Orieats. 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from Lucy 
Davis, a widow of a soldier of the Revolution, 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. ARCHER presented the memorial of the 
legal representatives of Richard Harris and Nim- 
rod Farrow; which was referred to the Commitice 
on Claims. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the petition of 
Lemuel Bingham, praying compensation for prop- 
erty taken from him by a band of Poliawatomie 


Indians: referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 


THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that, when the reso- 
lution introduced by the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. Bayarp] to rescind the expunging resulution, 
came up four consideration, he would move to 
amend it with the following as a substitute: 


That the resolution expunging from the Senate Journal the 
sentence of condemnation against President Jackson for remo- 
ving the public deposites from the Bank of the United States, 
commonly called ‘the expunging resolution,” was an act done 
by the Senate in conformity to the will of the people, authenti- 
cally expressed in the popular elections, and in the instructions 
from the General Assemblies of the States, after afull and fair 
submission of the question to the people and the States for their 
consideration and decision. And the said “expunging resolu- 
tion” having been thus adopted, in accordance with such ex- 
pressed will and instructions, it is incompatible with the prin- 
ciples of representative Government, and inconsistent with the 
respect due tothe people and the States, and unbecoming the 
Senate, to act upon any proposition for reseinding the said “ex. 
punging resolution,” while the said instructions of the States 
and the said expressed will of the people remain unrevokea 
and unaltered by any subsequent instruction or expression of 
the public will. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the country are due to General 
Jackson, ex-President of the United States, for having, by his 
courage, patriotism, and sagacity, in removing the public de- 
posites from the Bank of the United States, in 1833, and in 
placing his veto upon the renewed charter of that bank, in 
1832, thereby saved the Government and people of the United 
States from the pecuniary loss, the political corruption, and the 
moral pollution, which a longer connexion with that institution 
must have brought upon them. 


Mr. BENTON then submitted the following res. 
olution; which lies over one day under the rule, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to inform the Senate as follows: 

1, The number and estimated value of vessels which will be 
required in the African squadron under the late’British treaty. 

2. The probable annual cost of repairing said vessels. 

3. The number of men and officers which the equipment of 
the ogee will require. 

4. The probable annual loss of men from deaths, desertion, 
and other casualties, on board said squadron. 

5. The probable annual expenditure of said squadron, under 
all the heads of expenditure incident to the service. 

6. Whether it is intended to make the squadron consist of 
more than eighty guns, and the calibre of the guns to be used. 

7. The whole number of guns which it is expected to have 
afloat inthe United States navy during the year 1843, and the 
estimated expense of the naval establishment for the year, in- 
cluding all expenses incident to keeping up the navy. 

Mr. CLAYTON gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill, to be en- 
titled An act to amend the act of 1842, supplemen- 
tary to the acts to establish the judicial system of 
the United States. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Scott county, Arkansas, praying Con- 
gress for a donation of a quarter section of land 
on which to erect their county buildings: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 12, 1842. 

The minutes of Thursday were read and ap- 

proved; and the following list was then read of 
STANDING COMMITTES. 

Committee of Elections —Meesrs. Halsted, Blair, 
Barton, Borden, Cravens, Gamble, Turney, Hous- 
ton, anc Reynolds. 

Committee of Ways and Means —Méssrs. Fillmore, 
Botts, Samson Mason, Wallace, T. F. Marshall, J. 
R. Ingersoll, J. W. Jones, Atherton, and Pickens. 

Committee of Claims —Messts. Giddings, Cowen, 
Osborne, Tomlinson, Warren, Habard, Arnold, 
Barke, and Medill. 

Committee on Commerce.—Messts. J.P. Kennedy, 
Winthrop, Toland, Child:, Rayner, Benjamin 
Randall, S J. Andrews, T. W. Williams, and 
Ferris. 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. Morrow, 
Casey, Truman Smith, Gentry, Bronson, How- 
ard, Brewster, Chapman, snd Jacob Taompson. 

Ci mmittee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
Mess:s. Brigg:,Jo-eph L. Williams, Wm Russell, 
Brockway, Owsley, Hopkins, Andrew Kernedy, 
Jubn G.. Floyd, and Plamer. - 

Committee for the District of Columbia —Messrs. 
Underwood, Sommers, Alexander Randall, Powell, 
Richard W. Thompson, J. Campbell, Hanter, 
McKeon, and Dawson. 

Committee on the Judiciary.—Mes:rs. Barnard, 
Trambul!, Pearce, Maxwell, Milton Brown, Gar- 






| rett Davis, Charles J. Ingersoll, Roosevelt, and 
| Saunders. 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims. —Messrs. 
| Hall, P. G. Goode, Triplett, Thos. J. Campbell, 
| Maynard, Washington, James, Parmenter, and W. 
| O. Goode. 

Committee on Publie Expenditures. —Messrs. Linn, 
Hudson, Morgan, Van Rensselaer, James W. 
| Russell, Mitchell, Mark A. Cooper, Clintun, and 
| Littlefield. 

| Committee on Private Land Claims.—Mersrs. 
| Moore, John Young, William C. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Birdseye, Payne, R. D. Davis, Cross, 
and Harris. 

Committee on Manufactures.—Messrs. Saltonsiall, 
Tillinghast, Randolph, Slade, Haunt, Henry, 
Allen, Gilmer, and P. C. Caldwell. 

Committee on Agriculluwre —Messrs. Deberry, 
Ridgway, Simonton, Gustine, Doig, Shaw, Jcha 
Edwards, Patridge, and Hastings. 

Committee on Indian Affairs —Messrs. James 
Cooper, Chittenden, W. Butler, Rencher, Joseph 
L. White, Watterson, Weller, John C. Edwards, 
and Gwin. 
| Commitlee on Military Affairs.—Messrs. Sanly, 
Pendleton, Goggin, William B. Campbell, Stokely, 
Wn. O. Butler, Sollers, Miller, and J T. Mason. 

Committee on the Militia —Messrs Keim, Coles, 
Ward, Boyd, Mark A. Cooper, Reding, Alfred 
Marshall, Sweney, and Snyder. 

Committee on Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Wise, 
Calhoun, John C. Clark, Burnell, Fessenden, 
Rhett, Mallory, Clifford, and Wood. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Jobn Q. 
Adams, Cushing, Everett, Granger, Shepperd, A. 
H. H. Start, Caruthers, Meriwether, and Holmes. 

Committee on the Territories.—Messrs. Pope, 
Christopher H. Williams, Gates, Isaac D. Jones, 
Green W. Caldwell, Hays, Dean, Charles A. 
Floyd, and Black. 

Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 
Taliaferro, Fodney, Staley N. Clarke, Mathiot, 
L. W. Andrews, Babcock, Mathews, Fornance, 
and Wm. Smi h. 

Committee on Invalid Pensions —Messrs. Morris, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Gordon, Stratton, Read, Doan, 
Sanford, and Augustus Young. 


Commnitiee on Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Me- 
Kennan, Lane, John B. Thompson, W. W. Ir- 
wn, Sprigg, Mattocks, Steenrod, Daniel, and 
Riggs. 

Commiitee on Patents —Messre. R. McClellan, 
Cranston, Gerry, Ramsey, and Arrington. 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grouwnds.— 
Messrs. Boardman, Ward, Cranston, Bowne, and 
Sumter. 


Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 
Messrs. Eastman, Beeson, C. A. Floyd, Jack, and 
Mattocks. 


Committee on Accounts,—Messrs. Marchand, 
Yorke, Cary, Staley N. Clarke, and Joseph L. 
Williams. 

Committee on Mileage.—Messrs. Taomas W. 
Williams, John C. Edwards, Westbrook, Egbert, 
and Biack. 

The following committees of the last session 
hol over for this: 

Committee on the Expenditures in the State Depart- 
ment.—Me srs. Van Buren, Hudson, Oliver, Brock- 
way, and one vecancy. 

Committee on the Expendi‘ures in the Treasury De- 
partment.—Messrs. A. Lawrence Foster, Samson 
Mason, Patridge, Isaac D. Jones, and James Irvin. 

Committee on Expenditures ia the War Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. McKay, Newhard, Gamble, Rey- 
nolds, and Birdseye. 

Commiitee on Expenditures in the Navy Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Yorke, Simonton, Borden, Alexan- 
der H. H. Stuart, and Green. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Post Ojice De- 
partment.—Messts. Lowe!l, Morgan, Washington, 
Boyd, and Lane. 

Committee on Expenditures on the Public Build- 
ings —Messrs. Cave Johuson, Gates, Bidlack, 
Swokely,and Houck. 


| Joist Committee on tHe Lipasay. 


On the part of the House.—Messrs. Tillinghast, 


Aycrigg, aad Sumser. 
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On the part of the Senate.—Messrs. Woo2bridge' 
Tappan, and Choate. 

Se.ecr Commirress. 

On National Foundry —Messis. Wm. C. Jobn- 
son, Samson Mason, King, Randolph, Mallory, 
Hoot, Keim, Parmenter, and Cave John:on, 

On National Printing Office —Messrs. Wise, 
Everett, Samson Mason, Gentry, and Black. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN presented the peti- 
tion of six'y batters, of Philadelphia, praying that 
the duty recently imposed on foreign furs be re: 
pealed: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 


tures. 
ABOLITION. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and sai’, as the standing 
committees bad been appointed, aud as this wasa 
short session, he would move that the President's 
message be taken up for reference. 

Mr. ADAMS objected; the business in order be- 
ing his resolution to rescind the 2lst rale, on 
which, for three previous days of the session, the 
House had refused to order the main questien. 

Mr. FILLMORE arged the necessity of refer- 
ring the President’s message; and observed that the 
resolution of the gentieman from Massachasetis 
would come up when the message was disposed of. 

Mr. ADAMS persisted in his objection. 

Mr. WM. CO38T JOHNSON said, if the reso- 
jution of the gentleman from Masrachuseits was 
thus to obstruct the public business, he would move 
that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered, resulted—yeas 106, 
nays 102, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Wm. B. Catopbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, Eastman, Joho C. Edwards, Charles A. Fioyd, 
Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. O. Goo !e, 


Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, | 


Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Abraham Mc- 
Clellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, New- 
hard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, 
Rayner, Reding, 
Bhaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Sollere, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, 


Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, | 
Christopher L. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and | 


Wood.—106. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botta, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Chittenden, J, C. Clark, 
Staley N. Ciarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cusbing, Garrett Davis, R. D. Davis, Doig, John Edwards, 
Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Feesenden, Fillmore, John G. Fleyd, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gor- 
don, Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Huot, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, John 
P, Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lion, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Robert McClellan, McKennan, McKeon, Alfred Marshal), 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moz- 
gan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendle- 
ton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Read, Ridgway, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Salstonstall, 
Siade§Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander 


.H. Hi. Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Tillimghast, Toland, 


Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Joseph L. 
White, Winthrop, Yorke, and John Young—102. 


The resolution was, therefore, laid on the table. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE—THE EX. 
CHEQUER. 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted the motion which 
he had before intimated his desire to offer. It was 
in the following terms: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s annual message 
and accompanying documents as relates to our intercourse 
with foreign nations, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, 

That so much thereof aa relates to the treasury an! financial 
concerna of the Government, including the exchequer plan 
and the tariff, be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

That so much thereof as relates tothe warehousing system, 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce 

That so much thereof as relates to the army and military 
defences of the country, be referred to the Committee on Mil 
itary Affairs. 

That so much thereof as relates to the public linds, be re- 
ferred to the Committee 09 Public Lands, 

Thatso much thereof as relatea to the navy and maritime 
defences of the country, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, 

That so much thereof as relates to the Post Office Depart 
ment, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

That so much thereof as relates to the reimbursing a fine im- 

osed on General Jackson at New Orleans, be referred to the 
Commitee on the Judiciary. 


j 





encher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, 1 





| sideration. 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PICKENS suggested to the gentleman from 
New York the propriety of amending his resolu- 
tion, 0 as to move that the House go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the President’s message. 
A practice had grown up, which had subverted the 
old order of things; but he hoped the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means would take 
such steps as would bring the House back to the 
good old Republican castom of responding to the 
President’s message. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the reason why he had 
not moved to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the President's message 
was, because the experience of the last few years 
bad shown that such a course was only to waste a 
large portion of the time of the session with a de- 
bate resulting in nothing. For two or three ses- 
sions, the President’s message was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and he believed at one of those sessions the mes- 
sage never came cut of the committee, and was not 
referred to the standirg committees for their con- 
In consequence, at the last session the 
message was taken up in the Heuse, and referred 
to the committees. The utilily of that course 
was felt at that time, when they were commencing 
a Jong session; but the propriety of it, he thought, 
was much greater now, when they were com- 
mencing a short session. 


Mr. PICKENS said the experience of the House 
was directly against the motion of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. If they 
| agreed toa motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole, the object would be a general discussion, 
which must take place on some question; and, if 
it took place now, at an early period of the ses- 
sion, the Houre would be then prepared for effi- 
| cient legislation. It was well ksown that hardly 
| aby business was ever done before the holydays; 
and, therefore, if the President’s message were now 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, gentlemen 
could express their views in defence of, or reply 


|| to, the topics of the message; and the House would 


be then ready for business. This course, it must 
be obvious, would expedite the public business. 
He thought this was the more appropriate mode, 
and that the chai'man of the Committee of Ways 
and Means would find its adoption the best policy. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said, as this was to be a 
thort session, it would be better to refer the differ- 








|| ent portions of the message to the committees; and 


those members of the House whe desired to make 
speeches upon it would have time to mature their 
views, and the discussion would then be interest- 
ing. If, however, there were any gentlemen that 


ious to go into a discussion of the message gener- 
ally, he, for one, as far as his vote would go, would 
go against the previous question; but, if there was 
ho gentleman anxious to go into such a discussion, 


} would rise on that floor and say they were anx 


| he (Mr. Jounson) would vote for the proposition of 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


\ especially at a sbort session. 


|| Means, considering it tbe wisest course to pursue, 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


+ Mr. CUSHING inquired if there was any, and 
| what, dispositionto be made of that partof the 
message respeciing the proposed amendment of 
| the laws relating to the Treasary Department. 
| Mr. FILLMORE said there was, and that it wes 
| proposed to refer that portion of the message to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means. 
~ Mr. CUSHING said he shoul! propose that 
that portion of the message be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and 
his reason was, that, by the ru’es of the House, the 
bills of the last session were continued to this; and 
that amongst those bills, there was one on the cal- 
endar on this very subject. His anxiovs wish was 
—he did not know how far the Honse wou'd par- 
ticipa'e with bim—that the House should reach 
this subject av soon as possible, that the coun'ry 
might know whether there was any prospect of a 
favorable dispc sition of it. The most expeditious 
and the fairest way was to take up the bill now on 
the calendar, at the earliest moment, and in antici- 
pation of the ordinary bills of the session from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and to associate 
therewith the portion of the President’s message to 
which he had alluded; and the House could then 









proceed to the discussion and consideration of tha 
question, in relation to which there was so much 
expectation throughout the coun'ry. 

The SPEAKER put the qnestion on the moticg 
of the gentleman trom South Carolina [Mr. Picx. 
ENS] to refer the message to the Committee of ih, 
Whole Heuse; and it was negatived. 

The Cierk again read the propcsitions of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Mean, 
which it was suggested should be acted upon sepa. 
rately. 

When the motion for the reference of so much 
of the President’s message as related to the Trea;. 
ury Department came up in order, (the preceding 
proposition having been agreed to,) 

\Mr. CUSHING renewed his motion for a diyj. 
sion of the resolution, so that the portion he had 
specified, and for the reasons he had given, mighi 
go to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the motion of the genile. 
man from Massachusetts had been put upon g 
ground which was nottenable. He (Mr. Fu. 
MORE) had no desire to throw any obstacles in the 
way, for, on the contrary, he regretted that the 
subject was not discussed at the last session. The 
bill, however, was now on the calendar as one of 
the orders of the day, and, therefore, it would be in 
order any day to move to go into committee on 
that bill. The reference of the message, as he pro. 
posed, would throw obstacles in the way of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts; for that bill 
was by no means the plan of the Executive Depart. 
ment. This part of the President’s message then 
might be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and the House might still go on with the 
consideration of the bill. 


Mr. CUSHING said, if the plan of the genile. 
man from New York, for the simultaneous con- 
sideration of the message and the bill by the Con- 
mitiee of Ways and Means and the Committee of 
the Whole, were agreed to, and he (Mr. Cusmine) 
should move to-morrow to go into committee on 
the bill, he should be met with the cry of “Oh! 
wait; for this matter is in the hands of a standing 
committee; wait until we get their report.” The 
gentleman’s course was an ill gical one. 

If they referred this subject to a standing com- 
mittee, notwithstanding the bill was before the 
House, they must expect to get something from 
that committee. Bat, suppose he was not encoun- 
tered with this objection, on moving to go into 
Committee of the Whole; in that committee 
he should be encountered with the objection 
that this matter was in the hands of a 
standing commitiee, and that that committee 
would give them a report which ought to be 
received and considered before this subject was 
disposed of; and there would thus be an impedi- 
ment to the despatch of this bill. But, for a fur- 
ther reason, what was the precise object of 
the gentleman’s motion? There was in Com: 
mittee of the Whole a matured bill, which 
hed been before the House and the country 
for nearly a year; but the gentleman from 
New York said that was not the identical plan of 
the Executive, nor the precise scheme recommended 
by the President’s message. Now, it was imma 
terial whether there was more or less difference; 
it was a bill reported by a committee, to whoma 
similar recommendation was submitted; and he 
urged upon the House to follow out that course. 
The House, at the last session, referred this mat- 
ter toa committee of the friends of the measure, and 
they deliberated and reported this bill to the House; 
and now, what was it the gentleman from New 
York proposed? Did he propose to refer it toa 
committee of the friends of the measure? If he 
were proposing to refer it toa committee of the 
friends of the measure, he would be performing 4 
werk of supererogation, for they had before them 
the ideas cf sucha committee. What, then, was 
the object of the gentleman? Wasit to refer it to 
its enemies that it might be crushed and damned! 
Was that the gentleman’s obj-ci? If it were, he 
(Mr. Cosnina) submitted that the course proposed 
was not a just or a fair one; it was against the 
rules of all fair proceedings, as laid down in the 
books on parliamentary law; and he therefore ad- 
hered to his original views, and to a course which 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


mittee of Ways and Means of the President’s pro- 
ject, as he was decidedly and immovably opposed 
to it; but he had novobjection to the reference of 
the bill of the select committee to the Committee 
of the Whole House, because h* believed that 
something might be made of it. He was opposed 
to it for another reason: he was opposed to any 
treasury plan that originated with the Executive; 
for he thought it high time that this House should 
resume the right, of which it had divested itself, of 
beginning such maiters here. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from New York, so as tocommit 
the subject te the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with instructions to report a bill in strict conformity 
with the plan of finance presented by the Secretary 
of the Treasury at the last session, and recom- 
mended by the President; and also that the com- 
mittee report their opinion whether said bill ought 
to pass. 

Mr. HOLMES expressed his astonishment that, 
on a measure which, of all others, required the 
most mature deliberation—a measure which was 
proposed for remedying all the evils which have 
afflicted the country, and a measure which, if it 
should ever come up for discussion, would draw to 
it all the financial ability and the acumen of the 
greatest minds in the House—a proposition should 
be made, by way of instructions, which was to 
decide it at once. He was decidedly opposed to 
the motion, as, in principle, it violated all the es- 
tablished practices of the House. He wished a de- 
cision on this important subject to be made after 
a free and ample discussion, and not in advance, 
by giving instructions to a committee. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON preferred a reference to 
the Committee of the Whole, for the simple reason 
that the bill and message should go to the same 
committee. If the reference should be made to the 
Committee of the Whole, it would be then in the 
power of the gentleman from Vermont to move to 
refer the plan of the Select Committee to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole; and thus the two plans could 
be under discussion at the same time, and the one 
selected that might be found to be the most de- 
sirable. 

In regard to the exchequer scheme, he thought 
there should be some decision on it, one way or 
other, before the close of the session. 


* Mr. CUSHING here modified his motion, so as 
to strike out the second resolution of Mr. Fitt- 
MORE, and insert his amendment as a substitute. 
Mr. EVERETT then observed that it would 
then be in order for him to move to amend the 
original resolution before it was stricken out, and 
he therefore offered his amendment at this time. 
Mr. WISE observed that the motion of the gen- 
tleman trom Vermont struck him as a singuiar 
moJe of offering an amendment. At the very 
moment, said Mr. W., we are for referring 
the matter to a commitiee, for the purprse of 
considering and reporting which plan of finance is 
the best, the gentleman from Vermont was for de- 
ciding it at once, by instructing the Committee of 
Ways and Means to take one particular plan, and 
no other. Instead of deliberating on this important 
question, the gentleman proposed that they should 
dispeuse with deliberation; and yet, forsooth, he: 
did not propose to offer any opinion on the 
subject. If he wanted to make experiments 
on this body, why not put it at once into the 
receiver, as propoved by his friend from Massa- 
chusetts? The gentleman could best accomplish 
his objects by concarring in the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, and going into a ¢dis- 
cussion cf the subject in Committee of the Whole. 
Gentlemen seemed to have waked up, all at oner, 
to the exchequer bill. This time twelve month: 
ego, the President recommended the exchequer 
plan; and it was (parliamentary law being, in that 
instance, observed) referred to a committee of i's 
friends, under the vain hope that they never would 
be able to agree upon arefort. A report, how- 
ever—and an elaborate one, toc—was made; and 
from that time to this, no farther action had been 
had on it. We do not (said Mr. W.) ask you to 
adopt the plan of the select commi'tee; but we do 
say that it is just as good a nucleus—just as good 
a foundation to build on—as any that could be pro- 


was both straightforward and equitable. He hoped 
the House would refer this portion of the message 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, that they might proceed to its consideration 
with the bill now in the committee. 

Mr. PICKENS was disposed to favor the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusn- 
ina] ashe wished to give the Administration a fair 
pearing before the country on this great measure, 
ypon which they had staked themselves. He was 
willing that the reference should be made to the 
Committee of the Whole, where a full discussion 
might be had uponits merits. He thought it due 
to the President, and but an act of fairness and 
justice. Hie was opposed to its going to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, although he was a 
member of that committee; not because they were 
its enemies, (as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had said,) for of that he knew nothing; but be- 
cause he desired the friends of the President, who 
were here in a minority, to have ample scope for a 
fair appeal to the country upon a measure to which, 
as he understood it now, he (Mr. P.) was utterly 
opposed. He did not know what shape it would 
assume; but he could not ge for the principles of a 
measure which looked to making Government pa- 
per, as @ permanent system, for circulation. 

Mr. EVERETT was very desirous that the plan 
of the Executive should have a fair examination. 
It had been referred to a committee of its friends, 
and they damned it; and he now wished it to be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and he should have no objection that they be in- 
structed to report the bill of the Executive, that a 
direct vote might be taken upon it. 

Mr. GHARLES J. INGERSOLL, after a few 
remarks, which were inautible at the reporter’s 
desk, observed that he wished to give this measure 
the direction which its friends preferred; but be first 
desired to know from the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Cusnine,}] whether there was any 
difference between the bill reported by the select 
committee at the last session, and the plan reported 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and recom- 
mended by the President; and, if so, in what the 
difference consisted. 

“. Mr. CUSHING said that that was one of those 
questions which could not be answered by yes or 
ue; it mast be answered by a statement of facts; 
and, if the House would permit him, he would 
make such an explanation as he doubted not would 
be satisfactory to the gentleman. 


Mr. INGERSOLL wished to know whether the 
plans were the same in principle. 

, Mr.CUSHING said that he would be glad to 

Nanswer that question, if the House would permit 
him. No objection being made, Mr. C. went on 
to say, that the bill recommended by the President, 
and the one reported by the select committee, were 
subsiantially the same in proposing a certain plan 
of finance. They differed, however, intwo points; 
and these were in regard to the proportion the bills 
to be issued are to bear to the specie on hand, and 
inregard to exchanges. The bill of the House 
allowed the issue cnly of notes, dollar for dollar of 
specie on hand;~while the plan of the Secretary of 
the Treasury allowed ihe issue of three dollars of 
notes for every dollar of specie. Again: the bill 
of the select committee excluded ail dealings in 
exchange, except such as might be ordered by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the purposes of the 
Government; while the Treasury plan proposed to 
authorize the dealing in exchanges. 

Mr. BOTTS called Mr, C. to order, on the 
ground that he was going into the merits of the 
question, 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
Massachusetis had been permitted, by the general 
consent of the House, to make an explanation in 

, detail; and that, therefore, he had a right to go on. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that he had exelaincd 
what the two material differences were in the two 
exchequer bills; and he wou!d only add that there 
were a few other differences, which were questions 
merely of machinery, details, &e. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL expres:ed his thanks to 
the gentleman from Massac'vusetts for giving bim 
all the explanation he desired. He wonld then say 
(bat he would vote for the reference to the Com- 
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posed, unless gentlemen wished to mature a plan 
out of the House, instead of in the House. He 
cared not, personally, how this subject was disposed 
of; but he submiited to the House that the views 
presented by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
urging the justice and propriety of considering in 
Commitiee of the Whole the report of the select 
ceaimittee of the last session, was the most conda- 
Cive to the despatch of business. 

Mr. EVERETT remarked that the gentleman 
seemed to suppose that there was danger lest the 
Committee of Ways and Means should form a 
bill out of the House, He had ne apprehension 
of any such danger. The only plan that would 
be reported, would be that of the Executive. He 
thought that the Executive had not been fairly 
dealt by, and had reason tocomplain. Therefore 
he wished the plan or exchequer system of the 
President to be brought before the House for its 
action, 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON suggested that, if it 
was the object of the gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. Everrrt] to bring the House to a test at 
once, he had better modify his proposition, by 
moving to instruct the Committee of the Whole, 
instead of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The committee might report the bill;and if there 
was a majority for it, in one hour it might be 
passed. Yet he (Mr. J.) was not anrious to force 
others to a decision at once. He had not himself 
examined the plans and reports, except that of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for which he might be 
inclined to give his vote, if for either. 

After some conversation between Messrs. EV- 
ERETT and JOHNSON, 

Mr. PICKENS inquired whether he was to un- 
derstand the gentlemsn from Vermont as moving 
to instruct the committee to report the bill prepared 
by the select committee of last session, or that by 
the Secretary « f the Treasury. 

Mr. EVERETT said that he meant the bi!! of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. PICKENS remarked that, if so, by voting 
for the instractions proposed by the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Everert,] he should be cen- 
strued as having committed himself in favor of 
the measure. (Cries of No.) Gentlemen might 
think otherwise; but such he imagined would be 
the inference from the Howse journals twenty 
years hence. 


The SPEAKER suggested that there was no in- 
stance of the Committee of the Whole having been 
instructed to report a particular bill. It was the 
custom of the Committee of the Whole to report 
bills which had previously come from the standing 
or select committees of the House. 

Mr. McKENNAN rose to appeal to the gentle- 
man from Vermont [Mr. Evererr] to withdraw 
his amendment to the resolution of reference. He 
saw no good that could be answered by such posi- 
live instructions to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. That committee would have the whole 
subject before them, and he thought their hands 
should not be bound. He was in favor of giving 
them an orportanity to make a report. 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD, after an inquiry asto the 
question before the House, proceeded to say that, 
as he understood the parliamentary rule,it was 
customary that propositions from the Executive 
shou'd be referred to commitiees friendly to their 
adoption. Indeed, this was the only practicable 
method of legis!ation. Now, this was a proposi- 
tion torefer the recommendations contained in the 
messege of the President to the Commi tee of Ways 
and Means—a committee which was well under- 
stood te be unfavorable to their adoption. He was 
opposed to this course; neither did he think it just 
to instruct the commitfee to ieport the identical 
measure formerly recommended by the Presideat. 
The more proper course was, to refer that part of the 
messsge relating to the exeheqner plan to a com- 
mittee of its friends, who wonld give it the fairest 
consideration, and bring out every argument in its 
favor. 

He would refer the House to a passage in the 
speech of a former distinguished member, which 
contained, as he conceived, tie proper doctrine. 
This speech was mage by the Hoa. Jobn Seti, at 
the commencement of the first session of the 26ih 
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Congress, and was in reply to the remarks of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Picxens,] in 
relation to the appointment of commities. The 
ground taken was, thatthe Executive should have 
proper commitlees to report upon its recommen- 
dations. {He here read the passage alluded to.] 
It had thus seemed to the distinguished member 
from Tennessce [Mr. Bell] that there were certain 
commitices which came more in contact with the 
Executive than other:; and these commitiees should 
be constituted of a majority of its friends. It was 
not for him to icquite how far the present incum- 
bent of the chair had conformed to this idea of Mr. 
Bell, of appointing committees with a view to their 
co-operation wih the Executive He had only de- 
signed to cile this authority, and ‘e’er to the former 
practice of the House, With these views, he 
should vole against the proposition to refer to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and in favor of 
that to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. EVERETT rose, and withdrew his motion 
to refer to the Committce of Ways and Means, 
with instracticns to report the exchequer bill pre- 
pared by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL here called for a di- 
vision of the question of striking out the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, as proposed by Mr. Fitt- 
more, and inserting the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, as proposed by Mr. 
Cuusnina; so as to take the vote first on striking 
out, and then upon inserting. 

The SPEAKER, however, subsequently decided 
that, according to the 48th rule of the House, a mo- 
tion to strike out and insert was indivisible. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said he would make an 
explanation as to the vote he shou'd give on the 
present occasion, which, he had no doubt, would 
apply to others as well ashimself. It was true, 
that it was parliamentary to refer executive propo- 
sitions to their friends; but this rule did not here 
apply. The reason of the rule was to prevent the 
suppression of imporiant measures, by refeiring 
them to inimical committees. In the present case, 
the measure had already been referred to a com- 
mittee of its friends, and a bill reported. He could 
not say how he should vote upon the measure— 
whether for or against it: that would depend upon 
the details which it might contain. He thoxght it 
best to submit it to as much examination as possi- 
ble, both for and against it. 

Mr. CUSHING inquired whether the gentle- 
man contemplated that the House should wait un- 
til the Committee of Ways and Means had made 
a report before it proceeded to take action upon the 
subjects recommended in the message of the Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said, No. The Honse 
might go on and discuss the measure; but might be 
relieved by the report, which would come in du- 
ring the discussion. It was a matter of vast im- 
portance to the country, and he saw no obj:c'ion 
to having it examined by men both in favor of, 
and opposed to, i's adoption. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cusnine's 
motion to strike out “the Committee of Ways ard 
Means,” and insert ‘the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union,” as ihe committee whose 
duty it should be to consider the portion of the 
message relating to a re-organ‘zation of the Treas- 
ury Department, and the establishment of an ex- 
chequer system. The House refused to strike out 
and insert—yeas 100, nays 105, as follows: 


YEAS—Meeers. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Black, 
Bowne, Brewster. Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, Wil 
liam O. Batler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caliwell, John 
Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Ciifford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
Ewtman, John C, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, C, 
A. Fioyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck. Houston, Hubard, Uudson, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Jack, W. ©. Johnson, ©. Johnson, 
John W, Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Litulefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McCiellan, M Kay, McKeon, Mal- 
jory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Mitchell, Mortis, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Read, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Sayder, Sprigg, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Van Buren, Ward, Wat- 
terson, Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Wood 
— 100. 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Boits, Boyd, Briggs, 
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Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Debeiry, Joho 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Gamble, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, 
Howard, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, 
Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, 
Thomas F, Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Ran- 
dall, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W,. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trambull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Wil. 
a“ Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young 
—105, 


The remaining resolutions of reference («xcept 
the last) were adopted nem. con. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to refer so much of 
the message as relates to the remission of General 
Jackson’s fine, to a select committee, instead of the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary, as proposed by Mr. 
Fi_tmore’s resolntion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON propésed an amend- 
ment, instructing the committee to report a bill. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested that a bill 
had already been reported at the last session, and 
now remained on the calendar. 

Mr. IRWIN modified bis motion so as to pro- 
pose the reference of the subject to the Committee 
of the Whole House, which now had charge of the 
bill reported for the remission of the fine. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he should like to 
have the motion amended. He moved that tke 
committee be instructed to act without delay. 
{ Laughter. ] 

The question reenrring on the motion to refer 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which were taken, and resulted—yeas 97, 
nays 103, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwel!, Patri k C. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, R. D. 
Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Pattick G. Goode, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gus. 
tine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins,.Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Charlies J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Medill, 
Moore, Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plu- 
mer, Ramsey, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rheit, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and 
Wood—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Batler, Calhoun, 
Chittenden, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, 
Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Hall, Halsted. Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. 
Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, Sam- 
eon Mason, Mathiot. Ma tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Morria, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. 
H. S:uart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Tripleu, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washingten, Joseph L. White, Christopher IT. Wil- 
liame. Joseph L. Williams, Wisthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, 
and John Young—103, 


So the House refused to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole; and Mr. Fittmore’s last revolution, 
referring the subject to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, was adopted. 

Mr. READ asked leave to offer a series of reso- 
lutions, but withdrew them upon objection being 
made to their consideration. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN offered the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to the continuance of the improvements of the navigation 
of our Western waters and the lake harbors, so far as relaies to 
unfinished works, be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means; and so far as the aameé may relate to new works on the 
Western waters, to the Committee an Roa‘ls and Canals; and to 
new improvements in Jake and other harbors, to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON moved to strike out 
“Roads and Canals,” and inser! “a select com- 
raittee.” 





Mr. SPRIGG offered an amendment, (ihe Pur 
port of which could not be definitely gathered,) a1, 
briefly explained its object. 

Mr. PICKENS observed that the amendme, 
of the gentleman from Kentucky was too comp), 
cated to be appended to the motion of the genj), 
man from Pennsy!vania (Mr. Ikwin.] He Would 
therefore suggest that the gentleman from Key, 
tucky should withdraw it, or move that it be lai 
upon the table until it cou!d be printed. Its 
however, to him, (Mr. P.,) that if the gentlem, 
wished to, get the information, he had better dire, 
his amendment as a resolution to the heads of ,. 
partments, from whom the information could ) 
obtained more expeditiously. 


Mr. WISE said the amendment embraced, 
subject foreign to the original proposition, ay; 
therefore was not in order. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN made some cbservation; 
on the propriety of referring this whole subjeci \y 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. R. W. THOMPSON regretted to see, 
proposition so interesting to his State embarrass; 
and encumbered with such an amendment; and ly 
predicted that the session would pass away befor 
its object could be accomplished, if the design of 
its mover should prevail. There was much in the 
amendment about which he should like to hear aii 
that could be said; but to append it to the motion 
before the House, would only create embarras. 
ment. He, therefore, boped the gentleman woul 
withdraw his proposition. He (Mr. T.) tha 
moved the reference of the subjects embraced jy 
the original motion to a select commitiee, to 
composed of gentlemen from the several portions 
of the Union immediately interested in it, thy 
there might be obtained an expression of opinia 
from Western and Southwestern gentlemen. 


Mr. FILLMORE explained, and justified th 
reference to the three enumerated standing com 
mittees. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN accordingly agreed so 
modify his resolution. 

Mr. SPRIGG explained. 

Mr. HOLMES said, whatever diversity of 
opinion there might exist in that House as te the 
propriety or impropriety of improving the sever 
points of the country by Federal money, there 
could be no difference of opinion on this point- 
that itwas better to preserve the country befor 
they improved it. From.the Presideni’s message, 
they learned that there was a deficiency of ten mil: 
lions of dollars in the treasury; and, therefore, it 
should first occupy their attention how they were 
to provide, and whether they could provide enough 
to carry on their great system. Bat, with this de 
ficit in the treasury before them, gentlemen wer 
starting their projects of improvemen:s in the har 
bors and the Western waters, without once consider 
ing whether they could exist as a Union—not fot 
want of sentiment to rally around the Union, butior 
want of aliment to sustain it. Considering the 
present position of the treasury, and the ceficienct 
of ways and means, he moved to lay the resolt- 
tion and all the amendments on the table. 


The yeas and nays were called for, but not ot 
dered; and the motion to lay on the table wa 
negatived. 

The motion of the gentleman from Indian 
(Mr. Tacmpson] to refer the subject to a selec 
committee was also negatived. 

Mr. SPRIGG withdrew his amendment; ani, 
after a few words from Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, 
Mr. PICKENS, and Mr. McCKENNAN, 

Mr. Irwin's resolution was agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 

In addition to the members already announced 
as eePent, ‘he following appeared in their place 
to-day 


Messrs. Lanparr W. Anprews, E J. Busch, 
Georce B. Cary, (erronecusly stated te have beet 
present on the first day of the session,) CaruTHess 
Joun Campsrtt, W. B. Campsett, 1 D. Joxts 
Lane, T. F. Marsnaty, Joum Pepe, J. T. Srost, 
Daviw Wattace, Jonw Youns, Panip Trirtet, 
and A. C, Dopap, delegate, 
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IN SENATE. 
Tuxspay, December 13, 1842. 


Mr. Conrap, of Louisiana; Mr. Cnoare, of 
Massachusetts; and Mr. McRoseats, ot Illinois, 
appeared in their seats to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate the petition of Benjamin Frankliv, praying for 
, vaval pension: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. pat 

Also laid before the Senate a communication 
from Charles F. Mayer of Baltimore, covering a 
copy of the proceedirgs of a meeting held in thai 
city, of the claimants for indemnity for spoliations 
committed by the French prior to 1800; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Navy Department, in compliance with 
the joint resolution of Congress of 29th May, 
1830, enclosing a letter from the Commissioner of 
Pensions, containing a list of the names of persons 
who have applied for relief under the naval pen- 
sion laws, and whose claims were rejected, and the 
reasons for rejeeting the same; which was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. BAYARD, ordered to be printed. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from Alexander Vattemare, in relation to certain 
documents printed by order of the Chamber of 
Peers of France, and by them ordered to be trans- 
mitted to the Senate of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, referred to the 
Committee on the Library, and ordered to be 
rinted. 
; Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from the 
Board of Common Council of the city of Alex- 
andria, praying certain amendments to their char- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. KERR, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of Francis Cazeau be taken from 
the filesof the Senate, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
jraying Congress to pass a law adopting the ware- 
housing system as a partof the revenue system. 
Mr. W. remarked that the memorial, coming from 
practical merchants, no doubt contained many 
suggestions which might be valuable to Congress 
in itsaction upon this subject; he therefore moved 
tbat it be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the Senator from 
New York would withdraw the motion for refer- 
ence for the present. The warehousing system 
was a subject of great importance, and, primarily, 
was a subject of commercial policy, and not of 
finance; and should therefore, when referred, go to 
the Committee on Commerce. He hoped the Sen- 
ator would let the matier be printed, and leave 
the question of reference for future consideration 

Mr. WRIGHT had no objection to the course 
suggested; and the question of reference was post- 
poned until after the document shall have been 
printed. 

BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 


Mr. TALLMADGE, agreeably to notice, and 
on leave, introduced a bill amendatery of the sev- 
eral acts establishing the Treasury Department; 
— was read twice, and ordered to be printed; 
and, 

On the farther motion of Mr. T., who said the 
bill was precisely of the same character a3 that in- 
\rodaced by him at the last session, it was post- 
poned till Tuesday two weeks, and made the spe- 
cial order for that day. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The President’s message was then taken up, and 
referred as follows: 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, so much as rela'ed 
(o finance was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
hance, 

Oa motion by Mr. ARCHER, so much as re- 
lated to foreign affairs io the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

_ Oa motion by Mr. LINN, so much as related to 
improvements in the Western waters to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, so much 
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as rela'ed to commerce and navigation to the Com- 
miitee on Commerce. — 

On motivn by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, so much 
as related to the public domain ico the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, so much as re- 
lated to naval affairs to the Commitiee on Naval 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, so much 
as related to military affairs to the Commiitee on 
Military Affairs; and 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, so much as related 
to Indian affairs to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from Com- 
mander Charles Ridgely, praying that certain al- 
lowances may be made to him in the settlement of 
his accounts in the Navy Department; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Messrs. EVANS, LINN, GRAHAM,CHOATE, 
FULTON, and KING, severally gave notice that 
they would, on to-mcrrow, ask leave to introduce 
certain bills. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial from Eliza- 
beth Lawson, only child and heir of the late Gen. 
E. W. Ripley, praying the payment of the amount 
of a certain verdict obtained against the United 
States by her father: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing the establishing of a post-route from Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania, to Steubenville, Ohio: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. GRAHAM, agreeably to notice, and on 
leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Stalker & 


Hill; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. PORTER, agreeably to notice, and on | 


leave, introduced a bill relating to the offices of 
surveyors general of the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Commitiee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GRAHAM, agreeably to notice, and on 


leave, introduced the following joint resolution; | 
which was read, and laid over for the present, | 


viz: . 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives | 


concurring,) That the following be added to the joint rules of 
the twe Huuses: 


Whenever a claim against the United States, of any descrip- 


tion, has been, or shall be, presented to either House, and re- | 


ferred to a committee, and such committee shall have made a 
report in writing against the allowance of the claim, and the 
same shall have been concurred in by such [ouse, it shall not 
be in order to revive the consideration of such claim in that 
House, at the same or any future session of Congress, either by 
hill, resolution, petition, or otherwise; except upon a memorial 
of the claimant. first setting forth, upon affidavit, that he has 
discovered new evidence in support of his claim since the de- 
cision against it, and a statement of the substance of such evi- 
dence; or, second, assigning specific errors in the report of the 
committee adverse to it, and a certificate of a member of that 
House that he believes that the former decision was erroneous 
as charged in said memorial: Provid:d, That an order dis- 
charging a committee from the further consideration of a claim, 
shall in nowise require compliance with the rule. 


BANKRUPT LAW. 


The resolution introduced some days ago by Mr. 
TaLLMaDegE, instructing the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary to inquire into the propriety of calling on 
the Secretary of Sia‘e to elicit from the Judiciary 
department, and report to Congress at its next ses- 
sion, all the information that might be obtained as 
to the operation of the bankrupt act, came up in 
its order; when 

Mr. KING said it appeared to him that, if they 
were to wait for the information called for by this 
resolution, the whole session would probably be 
consumed before they could act upon the subject 
of the repeal of that law. A very great delay in 
procuring the information sought for would be in- 
evitable; and the matter would necessarily go over 
to the next session of Congress. He asked if it 
was the design of the honorable Senator to give the 
matier the go-by, in this manner, until the next 
session? Such, in his (Mr. Kina’s) opinion, would 
be the effect of the adoption of this resolution; and 
he could not, therefore, vote for it in its present 
form. 

Mr, TALLMADGE said, in presenting the res- 
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olution, he had designed it as a resolution of inqui- 
ry, for in‘ormation to be laid before the Judiciary 
Committee at the next session. That was the 
Original form of the resolution; but, at the sugges- 
tion of some honorable gentlemen, that the infor- 
mation had betier be obtained as speedily as possi- 
ble, he had modified it in accordance with those 
suggestions. He did not anticipate any such delay 
as the honorable Senator from Alabama seemed to 
apprehend. He thought it was very imporiant that 
the information should be obtained. If the Senate, 
however, sheuld consider it desirable to proceed 
Without it, it would be equally in their power to do 
so as if the resolution had not been passed. He 
hoped, therefore, that there would be no objection 
to its adoption. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said there was one partic- 
ular in the resolution which appeared to him some- 
what objectionable, inasmuch as it would lead toa 
very voluminous report, as it required from the 
Secretary of State a report of all the peints which 
have been decided by the courts under the late 
bankrupt act. That seemed to him to be a 
matter for the employment of lawyers, rather 
than for the consideration of the Senate. The 
report would be a very costly one, and a very 
useless one, as far as the public were con- 
cerned. He considered, nevertheless, it was im- 
portant that they should possess the information 
called for by the resolution, whether the law were 
repealed at this session or not; and he would there- 
fure vote for the reso'ution, indulging, at the same 
time, the anticipation that the law would be re- 
pealed; for he was well convinced that the public 
opinion was against it especially in his own State. 
There had been strong indications in that State 
that the public opinion was against it. As for 
himself, he had supposed that a temporary bank- 
rupt law was better suited to the condition of the 
couniry than a permanent system, and had conse- 
quently preferred originally a bill limited in point 
of duration. This bill bad had a limited duration, 
and it had accomplished, in his opinion, the pur- 
poses of humanity. He desired to be informed 
what number had been relieved by it. That there 
had been abuses, he had no doubt, as must be the 
case in the eperation of all haman laws. This being 
the case, and op’nion prevailing very much against 
the Jaw, he should feel himself constrained to vote 
for its repeal. Yetshe was perfectly willing to vote 
for this resolution, provided it were amended so as 
to prevent the necessity for precuring a voluminous 
report of the various points argued and determined 
under the operation of the law. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said the resolution did not 
call for arguments of the court, or details of opin- 
ion on the various points decided; but simply the 
points themselves, The law officers, no dovbt, 
would give these in the most concise form. He 
had inserted in the resolution the words “points 
decided; and, in doing so, he meant to have ex- 
cluded opinions and decisiens in detail. He would 
not then detain the Senate in any discussion as to 
whether the law had fulfilled its humane objects, 
or as to whether public opinion was in favor of 
its repeal; but when the subject again came up for 
consideration, he would show that, wherever its 
practical operation was known and felt, the law 
did not meet with public disapprobation; so far 
from it, many who were opposed to ils passage, 
having witnessed its practical operation, had come 
to be decidedly in favor of it. 

Mr. BERRIEN suggested to the Senator from 
New York (Mr. Tattmapeg] the propriety of ac- 
cepting the modification recommended by the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrznpen.} He 
conceived the object which his friend from New 
York had in view would be fally attained by the 
call on the judicial officers for information relative 
to the number and decisions of cases acted upon. 
Those officers cannot make the required reports 
without adverting to the points of decision. 
He (Mr B.)was desirous that the Senator from 
New York should accept the proposed modifica- 
tion of the resolution, because it would- certainly 
simplify the inquiry, and facilitate the making of 
the reports. It was of great importance to obtain, 
as speedily as possible, ‘he fullest information in 
relation to the getual operation of the law. For, 
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besides the advocates of that measure, and those 
not originally its advocates, but now desirous of 
jis continuance, there are many who are in favor of 
a permanent bankrupt law,who do notapprove of the 
prevent ect, and are anxious to have some cons‘dera- 
ble modifications mad:—such as its practical opera- 
tion may have suggested the necessity of. [t was for 
the purpose of enabling such persons to present 
their views upon information promptly furnished, 


and without being subjected to the delay which ~ 


would arise from the effects of the resolution in its 
original form, that he wished to see it modified ac- 
— to the proposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he would accept the 
modification suggested. 

The resolution, as modified, was then read. 

Mr. BERRIEN suggesied a further modification, 
in effect requiring the Secretary of State to report 
to Congress, from time to time, the reports and re- 
sponses to the resolution, as soon as received by 
him. 

This modification was also accepted; and the 
resolution, as modified, was then read as follows, 
and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State do communicate, with 
all convenient despatch, with the judicial officers of the United 


States who have had the execution of the bankrupt law, and 
ascertain from them the number of applications under the act, 
both voluntary and Involuntary; the number of discharges; the 


opinions of the judges as to any amendments or modifications 
of the act; and such other information as he may deem neces- 
sary W show the effects and operations of the act; and that he 
report the samme to the Senate, from time to time, as soon as the 
information shall be received. 


CORPS OF REPORTERS. 


Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to employ a corps of reporters, 
not exceeding five in number, for the residue of the present 
session, and at thecommencement of each succeeding session 
of Congress, to report the proceedings and substance of the de- 
bates of the Benate, who shall be eworn or affirmed faithfully 
to discharge the duties of their effice, and shall be allowed a 
compensation, to be paid out of the fund for contingent ex- 
pensea, not exceeding sixty dollars per week for the principal 
reporter, and fifty dollars per week for each of the others. The 
business of reporting shall be so conducted, that the entire re- 
poitofthe procecdings and debates of each cay shall, within 
three hours after the adjournment, be placed in the hands of 
the printer. The publication of the report shall be committed 
to the publishers of such one of the daily papers as will en- 
gage, free from all charge, first, to*publish the entire report in 
their daily paper; secondly, to furnish proof slips thereof to any 
other paper in the District of Columbia; and, thirdly, to fur- 
nish two copies of the report for the use of each member of the 
Senate, and five copies for the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, by 9 o'clock on the ensuing morning. 

Resolved, That a seat on the floor of the Senate shall be as. 
signed to the reporter actually on duty, by the President of the 
Senate. 


Mr. BAYARD said that the resolution was the 
same as that introduced by him at the last session. 
He then gave his opinions at large on the propri- 
ety of its passage, which were no doubt remem- 
bered, and which were urnecessary 10 be repeated. 
He did not wish the resolution to be referred—as 
the subject had been referred twice—to select com- 
mittees; and the committee at the last session 
had fully examined into it, and a report was made 
approving the plan, and showing its practical oper- 
ations. As the Senate was thin, be did not desire 
10 press the resolation then. It lies over. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the following 
resolution, which was read and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropri- 
aiion of a sum sufficient to complete the Cumber'and road 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Llinoia, upon the most 
substantial and economical! plan, using gravel in lieu of broken 
reck, where the former material can be procured at less ex- 
pense than the latter; making said appropriations payable by 
annual instalments to the several States, so as to insure contin- 
uous eperations, and surrendering the road to them, binding 
them to complete and keep the same in repair, levying 
no more tolie than may be neceesary for that purpose. 

Resolved, further, That said committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of adopting the turnpike road from 
Springfield, Ohio, to Dayton, and from thence, via Eaton, to the 
Indiana State line, as a part of the Cumberland road: Provided, 
Said turnpike road can be obtained on terms to justify the same, 
taking into consideration the increase of distance and probable 
coat of completing the old route, as compared with the sum for 
which the turnpike already completed may be obtained. 


EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 

The resolution of Mr. BAYARD to rescind the 
expunging resolution,came up in order on the cal- 
endar of business, 

Mr. BAYARD said he was not desirous to take 
up the resolution for consideration at that time, as 


TT 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Senate was not full, and as the Senator from 


Missouri, (Mr. Benton,] who proposed an amend- 
ment, was not in bis place. He therefore preferred 
that it should be laid on the table for the pres- 
ent. The resolution was accordingly jaid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, the papers of 
Ephraim D. Dixon were ordered to be taken frem 
the files, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


The bill introduced by Mr. Bewron, for the re- 
peal of the bankrupt law, came up in order as in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that it be postponed un- 
til tomorrow, as the Senator from Missoari [Mr. 
Benton] was not in his seat. The question was 
put, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. G. gave notice, that when the bill again 
come up for consideration, he would move to 
amend it, by striking out all after the fifth line, and 
ioseriing the following; which was ordered to be 
printed, viz: 

“ Provided, nevertheless, That all petitions in bankruptcy 
instituted before the first day of the present session of Congress 
shall proceed to hearing and determination in the same man- 


ner, and under the same rules, regulations, and restrictions, as 
if the act aforesaid had not been repealed.” 


Oo motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, 
The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 13, 1842. 


The proceedings of the House this day were 
opened with a prayer from the Rev. Septimus Tus- 
ron, the chaplain of the Senate. The minvtes of 
esterday were then read and approved. 

On the motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means were authorized to em- 
ploy a clerk. 

DIGEST OF LAWS. 

On the motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the 
Judiciary Committee was authorized to inquire in- 
to the expediency of the Clerk of the House sub- 
scribing for a limited number of Gordon’s Digest 
of the Laws of the United States, and of the Rev- 


enue Laws. 
PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. BOTTS rose, as he observed, to a question 
of privilege. He said he held in his hand a copy 
of the daily Albany Argus of October 25th, con- 
taining a letter written and signed by the Hon. 
John C. Spencer, a distinguished member of an- 
other branch of this Government, as the Secretary 
of War. That letier purported to have been writ- 
ten, first, for the purpose of furnishing a general 
defence of the Administration; but particularly for 
the justification of the somerset which he (the 
writer) had recently tarned, and which might bring 
him into enviable distinction with any harlequin on 
the stage. 

Mr. WISE. I ask if my colleague rises to a 
privileged question? 

Mr. BOTTS. I do. 

Mr. WISE. Then I ask that it may be stated; 
for I should like that we should all be heard on the 
question. 

Mr. BOTTS continued. He would repeat that 
this letter appeared to have been written for the 
general purpose of defending this administration; 
also, for the justification of the political somerset 
which that Seeretary had recently taken, and which 
might bring him into envious distinction with any 
harlequin. 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that 
the gentleman from Virginia was not strictly in 
order. 

Mr. WISE said if bis colleague was about to 
comment on that letter, he would not be in order in 
doing so. 

Mr. BOTTS continued, without regarding the 
interruption, and finished his sentence thus—but 
particularly to operate on the elections which 
were about to occur in the State of New York. 

Mr. WISE said he would not rise to a question 
of order, if anything like equality in attack and 
defence would be entertained; but he mede the 
point of order, that his colleague was commenting 
on a letter which had nothing to de with the busi- 





ness of this House. His colleague said he wa; 
about to comment on a letter addressed to the Peo. 
ple at large. 

Mr. BOTTS begged his colleague to have a |itil, 
patience; he was about to comment on a paragra 
relating to this House, and which contained a {oy| 
calumny, from which he, as a member of this 
House, felt bound to purge himself. It was a cal. 
umpy on him, (Mr. Borrs,) and on this Houg 
which he meant to contradict. F 

Mr. WISE inquired if he was to understand tha 
the Speaker entertained that as a question of priyj. 


lege. 

The SPEAKER said he knew not yet what j 
was; and be called upon the gentleman from Vir. 
ginia (Mr. Borrs] to make his motion, and to siaje 
its ground. 

Mr. BOTTS said he found in the letter the ty 
following paragraphs: 

“I may now advert to a fact long known to me, which has 
been promulgated in the comes of the day, vouched {or 
by at least one Whig editor, by a Representative in 
grese from Massachusetts, in a speech lately delivered at New. 

uryport, upon authority, and hitherto not denied. That fac; 
is, that previous to returning the second bank bill to Congress 
with his objections, in full view of the assaults to be made y 
him, and with the purpose of removing all cause of agitation, a 
well as to secure himself against unjust imputations, the Presi. 
dent submitted to his then cabinet, whether he shou!d, in the mes. 
sage then about to be transmitted to Congress, announce a resoly. 
tion to retire from public life at the expiration o! the existing 
term, and that, against his doing se, all the members of the cabj. 
net protested, on the ground that such an annunciation would no 
have the effect to produce peace or quiet, but would only ch 
the direction of faction; that no one had a right to expect such a 
step from him, as he had not been elected President, and no 
obligation existed that should interpose any barrier between 
him and a direct vote of the people. 


That question he should leave to the members of 
the cabinet to answer for themselves; one of whom 
(Mr. Grancer) was then on that floor. Then came 
the second paragraph, to which he wished to call 
the special attention of the Hcuse: 


“In connexion, and yet in contrast with the preceding, is 
another fact of an extraordinary character, which, though 
known by many, has lately been distinctly promulgated. It js 
shadowed in a letter of Mr.Ewing’s, in the statement by him ofa 
proposition having been made to the President, that the majori- 
ty who had passed the first bank bill would consent to postpone 
the second to the next session of Congress, if they could receive 
assurances that, in the mean time, no hostile movement would 
be made on the partef the President. The full meaning of this 
statement has now been developed by the declaration of a mem. 
ber of Congress, that a message was carried from the Whig 
leaders in Congress to the President, to the effect that if he 
would engage not to disturb any members of his then cabinet in 
the enjoyment of their offices, the second bank bill should be 
postponed. . ; 

“The answer to such a proposition may be easily conceived. 
The effect of that proposiiion was to prove the identity of the 
members of the cabinet, whose places were deemed in jeopardy, 
with the hostile members of Congress; and, if the design was 
to precipitate matters, it was most effectual. 

“You will require no aid to determine which of the actors in 
these scenes exhibited a lofty, disinterested patriotism, and 
which evinced any tenacity for place or desire for power. 
These facts are full of instruction, and furnish a key to many 
mysterious transactions.” 


Mr. WISE again rose to order. The para- 
graphs read by his colleague did not involve a 
question of privilege for that House; and he sub- 
mitted that question for the consideration of the 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 
Virginia wished to submit a resolution? 

Mr. BOTTS replied that he intended to submit 
a proposition to the House on this question, Here 
was a putlication emanating from a bigh-—— 

Mr. WISE. I call my colleague to order. 

The SPEAKER made some observation, which 
was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired whether the Speaker de- 
cided that the publication which he had read— 
namely, a letter from the Secretary of War, im- 
pugning the motives of that House—he had no right 
to discuss. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has made no de- 
—_ Does the gentleman submit a proposi- 
tion 

Mr. BOTTS. I submit a proposition for a com- 
mittee of inquiry. The Chair is exceedingly rigid; 
but I will comply with its exactions. 

Mr. WISE. I wish it to be understood that I ob- 
ject to entertaining this subject. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN. I cbject to the reception 
of the resolution. rm ee 

Mr. BOTTS submitted the following resolution: 
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Lewis K. Faulkner and others, versus the Whig party, 


i position to the President of the 
¢ es ee ce extn session of Congress, to postpone 
the consideration of a great national measure, intimately con- 
nected with the best interests of the country, on condition of a 

from him that he would not disturb the then members of 
bis cabinet in office. . 

Mr. WISE. I rise to this written point of or- 
der, which I send to the Chair. 

Mr. BOTTS. You had better take the thing 
slowly and deliverately. 

The SPEAKER stated that this subject was pro- 

as a question of privilege. Now, there was 
agreat difference between a question of privilege 
and a privileged question; and it was the duty of 
the Chair to decide all such questions. 

A question of privilege was one which involved 
the character and the rights of members of the 
House; and the Chair would inform the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] that his question of 
order did not reach the point. It was for the 
House to ‘determine whether it should be enter- 
tained; and if no gentleman made a motion for 
that purpose, it was the duty of the Speaker to test 
the sense of the House. He should therefore pro- 
pound the question, ‘Shall the resolution be consid- 
ered?” Because, for the Chair to decide in such 
a case, would be a usurpation on its. part. 
What the Chair might deem a breach of privilege, 
the House might not deem so, and vice versa; and 
therefore he should propound the question which 
he had stated; todo which, he had the authority of 
the 5th rule, which said: 

“When any motion or proposition is made, the question, 
“Will the House now consider it?’ shall not be put unless it 
is demanded by some member, or is deemed necessary by the 
Speaker.” 

Mr. WISE said he had made two poin's of or- 
der, and he asked the Clerk to read both. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON. Mr. Clerk, read both 
the original resolation and the points of order. 

The Clerk then read Mr. Borrts’s resolution, as 
given above, and also Mr. Wiser’s points of order, 
as follows: 

“Mr. Wise submits that it is not in order to 
entertain the proposition of Mr. Borrs, without a 
vote of two-thirds of the House, unless it be a 
privileged question; and he submits that the para- 
graphs read by Mr. Borrs from a letter purporting 
to be written by John C. Spencer, Secretary of 
War, do not involve any question of the privileges 
of this House.” 

Mr. WISE. 
point cf order. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Will the 
House entertain the prop: sition? 

Mr. WISE. There is arule of the House, if 
the Speaker will permit me to remark, that requires 
that no proposition—— 

Mr. BOTTS avain called Mr. W. to order, and 
aoe that he had no right to raise a point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the gentleman 
from Virginia on his right had risen to a point of 
order, and he was wailing to hear it stated. 

Mr. WISE. I am about stating my point of 
order; and am sure that, when the Speaker under- 
stands it, there will be no difficulty between us. 

Mr. BOTTS again rose and claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER said that he had heard the gen- 
‘leman from Virginia on bis left, {Mr. Borrs,} and, 
in courtesy, wished to hear the point of order of 
his colleague. He considered both gentlemen out 
of order, though ke was willing very calmly to 
hear both of them—one at a time. 

Mr. WISE proceeded to explain his point of or- 
der, The resolution of bis colleague was nothing 
but new ma'ter before the House, which was ex- 
cluded by other business, having precedence over 
', and which, if noobjection had been made, could 
have been entertained by general consent. But, 
objection was made; and, therefore, it required a 
vote of two-thirds to entertain it. On that rule, 
Mr. W, said, he relied. His colleague must move 
(0 suspend the rules, and get a vote of two thirds, 
unless be could show that it is a privileged ques- 
lion. ‘Then, did it appear, on the face of the prop- 
osition, that it was a privileged question? No. 
It was simply a proposition to raise a committee 
of inquiry. Suppose he were to offer a resoln- 
Yon to raise a committee to inquire into the af- 


I desire to say a word on that 
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fairs cf the Post Office, the War or the Navy De- 
partments: would he not require the consent of 
every member around bim? and if there wasa sin- 
gie objection, must he not move for, and obtain, a 
suspension of the rules, before he could get in his 
resolution? If, however, be should rise in his 
piace, and state that it was a privileged question, 
and the Speaker shculd decide it to be such, then 
it would have precedence over all other business. 
Now, he submitted that this wasa resolution of 
mere ordinary inquiry, end, being objected to, re 


ee 


quired a suspension of the rules before it could bere- | 


ceived. If his colleague made it a question of privi- 
lege, the Speaker was bound to decide whether it was 
such or not; and the only mode of getting the sense 
of the House on that point was, by appealing from 
his decision, This distinction ef the Speaker, be- 
tween a question of privilege and a privileged 
question, was a distinction withouta difference. [ 
was like the difference between “Jemmy, come 
oul,” and “Come out, Jemmy.” In regard to the 
paragraph of which his colieague complained, he 
would say to him that there was not that sanetity 
thrown around the majesty of that House, that the 
Secretary of War could not say all that was said 
in that letter—and more too—without beingguilty of 
contempt of the House. If official legisla:ive cor- 
ruption had been charged by the Secretary, then 
the resolution was a privileged question, and wou'd 
have precedence over all other business vatil 
every stain was wiped out. But the resolution 
stated that the letter of the Secretary merely 
charged a party in the House of Representatives. 
And when did a party ever get the privileges of 
the House? This was the first time that it ever 
was made a privileged question—that a party was 
arraigned. Mr. W. said, he submitted to the 
Speaker, as the officer of order of the House, 
whether it could, by any constracticn, be consider- 
ed a privileged question, that the Secretary of War, 
or anybody else, had impugned a party in this 
country. If his colleague would undertake to say 
that the Secretary cf War had charged the House 
with malfeasance in legislation, he would agree 
that it was a question of privilege. He asked the 
Clerk to read the resolution. 

(The resolution was accordingly read, when Mr. 
W. continued.) 

His points of order were these: First, that the 
business of Congress, the business of the country, 
and the business of the people, important and vi- 
tal, had prccedence over the business of the Whig 
party. That was his first point; and before the 
Whig party could get ina resolution to inquire 
about the slanders or truths contained in the Secre- 
tary’s letter, they must have a vote of two-thirds, 
His second point was, that his culleague could not 
torture that paragraph—in which an accusation 
was made against the Whig party, not against 
Congress—into a question of privilege. His col- 
league could not make out of this a question of 
privilege, so as to give it a priority over the busi- 
ness of the people. He was not forced (Mr. W. 
said) to ask the House whether it would entertain 
this propusition or not. The Speaker himself must 
decide it, or mast oblige his colleague to make a 
motion to suspend the rules. 


Mr. BOTTS ob-erved that he was not disposed 
to interrupt his colleague while he was siating his 
points of order; but he wovld now say thatthis was 
the first time since he bad been a member of the 
House that he hed ever known a gentleman to get 
up and discuss a decision of the Chair without ta- 
king an appeal. His colleague commenced with 
the declaration, that they were not such magnates 
of the land as to be authoriz-d to inquire into 
scandalum magnatum, coming from any quarter. 
Now, be dia not know how bigh his colleague rated 
his privileges as a member of the House, but he 
(Mr. B.) was disposed to give him higher claims— 
claims which he made for himself and for every 
member of the House. He (Mr. B.) was that 
magnate of the land that claimed the privilege of 
inquiring into scandalum magnafum, when made 
against the members of the House. His colleague 
objected to the resolation, because it stated that a 
party, only, was arraigned in the Secretary’s letter; 
but had not his colleague ascertained what party 
constituted tte majority in that House? Was not 





én accusation against the Whig party, an accusa- 
tion against the majority of the House—that party 
constituting the majority? [Generai laughter.} 
His colleague said that a charge of corruption 
again:t a single member of the House would bea 
question cf privilege; but a charge made by a dis- 
ungnished officer of one branch of the Government, 
of corruption against a majority of another branch 
of the Government—there, forsooth, was seanda- 
lum magnalum; but, not being directed against a 
single individual, was not a proper subject of in- 
quiry. He had understood that in the care of the 
lamented Mr. Cilley—whose name he never heard 
without regret—a communication having appeared 
in the Courier and Enquirer, of New York, char- 
ging corruption against a single member, his col- 
league offered a resolution raising a select commit- 
tee to inquire in'o the subject. 

Mr. WISE begged leave to correct his colleague. 
The case his colleague alluded to bad nothing ts do 
wih thatof Mr. Cilley. A resolution of irquiry 
was offered, as sta'ed; but it having been ascertain- 
ed that the accusation was made against a mem- 
ber of the Senate, [Mr. Ruggles,] a committee of 
inquiry was raised in that body, the subject fuily 
inquired into, and the member honorably acquitted. 

Mr. BOTTS. This was a case of a single para- 
graph in one of the wewspapers cf the day. 

Mr WISE No,sir. it was a charge made by 
a letier-writer, who was well known in the House, 
and throughout the country, (Matthew L. Davis,} 
in which he alleged that it could be proved thata 
member of Congress bad taken a money bride 
from a pateniee of mail-bag locks, for some ser- 
vice rendered him. It was nota party charge, and 
had nothing to do with the cave of Mr, Cilley. As 
soon as he (Mr. W.) saw that paragraph—not a 
common newsp:per item, but contained in one of 
the leticrs of the Spy in *Washington, who was 
well known as aresponsible iadividual—he rose 
and offered a resolution, setting forth that a charge 
had been made against a member of Congress, and 
proposing (bata committee should be raised to in- 
quire into it. He would further say, in order to 
put his colleague in possession of all the facts, that 
the individual himself [Matthew L. Davis] told 
him (Mr. W.) that he could preve the charge he had 
made. 


Mr. BOTTS understood, then, that it was nota 
newspaper paragraph, but a let‘er written by a re- 
spectable and responsible individual, and it was 
therefore entitled to respecifal consideration; but, 
in this case, the letter was writien by the Secretary 
of War, a member of Mr. Tyler’s cabinet, and 
therefore was not entitled to respect. 


Mr. WISE was sure that his colleague would 
not, in candor, say that such was his understanding 
of his remarks. 

Mr. BOTTS would not say that his colleagae 
meant to convey such an impression; but he must, 
in candor, say that such was a fair deduction from 
what he said. 


Mr. WISE asked his colleague, in courtesy, to 
allow him to explain bimselfso as to be under- 
stood. His colleague had stated that his (Mr. 
W.’s) proceeding was founded oa a newspaper 
paragraph. This he denied, and explained that 
it was founded on an accusation made by a known 
and responsible individual against a member of 
Congress. From nothing that he bad said, could 
a fair deduction be made that the Secretary of 
War was not a respectable an! responsib'e charac- 
ter. The distinction which his colleague and 
everybody else must have’ understood him to 
draw between the letter of the Secretary of War 
and the accusation of Matthew L. Davis, was this: 
The Secretary in his letter did not accuse anybody 
of crime, but it was a mere political accusation of 
corruption against one of the parties of the day; 
while the charge of Mr. Davis was of crime against 
a particular individual. Mr. W. said he had 
himself made accusations of corruption against a 
party, and bad heard the same accusations made 
against the party with which he acted; but he 
never dreamed of such accusations being made 
the subject of inquiry in the House. 

Mr. BOTTS again rose and remarked, that, as 
one good turn deserved another, he would appeal 
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to the courtesy of his colleague not to interrupt 
him. 

Mr. WISE. I shall not interrap! my colleague, 
unless he egregiously mistepresents or misquotes 
me. 

Mr. BOTTS. I hope my colleague does rot 
intend to charge me with a design to misrepreseat 
him. 

Mr. WISE observed, that he could not enter 
into what were the designs of his colleague; but 
he could say that his colleague could not more 
effectually misrepresent him than by proceeding as 
he had. 

Mr. BOTTS resumed. His colleague had con- 
tended that, in the former instance, when he [Mr. 
Wiss] moved the resolution of inquiry, the charge 
against a member of Congress was preferred by a 
responsible individual, [Matthew L. Davis,] known 
as the “Spy in Washington.” Now, if a charge 
adduced by such a man—a re2pectable letter-writer 
—Wwas competent to cause Congress to order a 
committee of investigation, the case was much 
stronger, and the reason for a committee of inves- 
tigation greater, when a grave charge was made 
by the Secretary of War. If it was true that the 
Whig party was willing to postpone the considera- 
tion of great national questions, only to secure 
certain individuals in office, they would indeed 
be subjected to a grievous charge. He(Mr. B.) 
would not accuse the Secretary of War of fabri- 
cating the charge; yet he had endorsed it, and it 
was but right that the names of those who had 
made the charge, or given information to the Sec- 
tary, should be surrendered. Was there a Whig 
here, who knew any foundation for such an accu- 
sation? If there was, he demanded that such 
should stand up and speak. He pronounced it a 
foul and atrocious calumny on the Whig party, 
put forth on the eve of an election, and calculated 
to operate to the prejudice of that party. He (Mr. 
B.) did not claim to be a leader of the Whig party; 
yet he was on terms of intimacy, and closely con- 
nected in his personal and political relations 
with— 


Here Mr. CUSHING called to order, and sug. | 


gested that the remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Borrs] did not relate to the question of 
order pending betore the House, but treated of 
things which would have to be considered after 
the House shail have ordered the inquiry asked 
for by the gentleman. 

Mr. BOTTS said that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuseits had not raised any objection to the re- 
marks of his colleague (Mr. Wiss] as being out of 
order. 

The CHAIR said that he had indulged both of 
the gentlemen from Virginia out of order. 

Mr. WISE. I ask the Speaker never to indulge 
me out of order. I was not conscious of being 
out of order. I ask for no indulgences. I never 
get any. 

Afier a brief, but inaudible explanation from 
the SPEAKER— 

Mr. BOTTS resumed. He was going on to 
say, when interrupted, that, though not a Jeader of 


the Whig party, yet such were his intimate person- | 
al and political associations with the members of | 


that party, that he did not believe it could have 
been possible for sucha proposition as that charged 
by the Secretary of War to have been made to the 


President, without his having heard something of | 


it. The letter of the Secretary of War was more 
adroitly written, more ingenious, and beter calcula- 
ted to produce an impression against the Whig 
party, than anything he had ever seen. He main- 
tained that the House should inquire in'o the truth 
of the charge which it made. If trae, let the Sec- 
retary of War stand exonerated; let those who in- 
formed him siand exonerated, and the burden of 
the accusation be thrown upon such members of 
the House as might have furnished the informa- 
tion. If, however, the charge was false—if the 
Secretary had no authority for making it, let the 
falsehood be branded on the forehead of the fabri- 
cator. This would be the conseguence: it was for 
this purpose that he desired investigation. Would 
the members of the late cabinet have consented to 
retain their places upon such terms as those stated 
by the Secretary of War? He (Mr. B.) knew of 











but one who would have consented to such condi- 
tions, and the Whig party did mt hold themselves 
responsible for him. They bad no sympathy for 
him in the course he was pursuing. 

Here some conversation ensued between the 
SPEAKER, Mr. WISE, and Mr. BOTTS. The 
Jatter had resamed his remarks, and was discussing 
the objects of the Whig party at the extra session, 
when he was called to order for irrelevancy. He 
then concluded by submitting his resolution to the 
consideration of the House. 


The SPEAKER, after remarking upon the sud- 
den manuer in which this point of order had sprung 
up for decision, and repeating his averment that 
there was a difference between “a question of privi- 
lege” and “a privileged question,” remarked that 
he could find no instance on: record where the 
Chair had entertained of himself, and settled, what 
was a question of privilege; on the contrary, he 
found numerous instances where the House had 
settled it. The question must come up, “Shall the 
resolution be received as a question of privilege?” 
If no member called for the question, it would be 
the duty of the Chair to submit it. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether it would require a 
majority, or two-thirds, to receive the resolution as 
a question of privilege? 

The SPEAKER answered, A majority. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table; but withdrew his mo- 
tion at the request of 

Mr. GRANGER, who expressed a desire to 
speak. 

Amid many cries of “hear him,” much confu- 
sion, and an objection on the part of Mr. Bowng, 

Tne SPEAKER decided that the gentleman 
could only proceed by general consent. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether an opportunity 
would be afforded him of replying to the gentleman 
from New Yor, (Mr. Grancer.] [Cries of Yes | 

Mr. BOWNE then withdrew his objection; after 
which, 

The SPEAKER raid the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Granaer] might proceed by universal 
consent. 

Mr. WISE wished it to be understood that he 
united in this universal consent only on condition 
that an opportunity should be afforded him to re- 
ply. Without this, he should positively object to 
the gentleman’s proceeding. 

Mr. GRANGER. Considering the peculiar re- 
lation of the gentleman [Mr. Wisx] to the Presi- 
dent, I take my seat under objection from that 
quarter. 

Mr. WISE made some remarks not heard above 
the noise prevailing, but understood to be an expres- 
sion of bis willingness that the gentleman from 
New York should proceed, provided his remarks 
did not cal} for a reply. . 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose and objected; at which 
stage of the proceedings, 

Mr. FESSENDEN moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

. This motion was rejected—yeas 86, nays 99, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Sherlock J. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Beeson, Black, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Chas. 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, Green W. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Eastman, 
Ferris, Fessenden, John G. Floyd, Charies A. Floyd, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Gustine, Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Nouck, ‘Houston, Hubard, Hunter, William W. Ir- 
win, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, I. D. Jones, 
Keim, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathews, 
Maxwell, Medill, Meriwether, Millet, Mitchell, Moore, Morris, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Partridge, Pickens, Plumer, Read, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Baader, 
Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, War. 
ren, Watterson, Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, and Win- 
throp—s6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, John Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Everett, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gam. 
ble, Gates, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gorden, Halsted, Har. 
ris, Henry, Holmes, Howard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Linn, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, M . Morrow, Qs- 


borne, Owsley, Payne, Pendleton, Powell, y, Reding, 
Ridgway, Rodney, sseavelly William Russcll, James M. Rus- 
sel], Sanford, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Strat- 








ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John g = 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Trum. 
bull, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wy, 
Wane Wien Welt Saute Sg a = 
ee ae DF oung ‘ 
Mr. BOTTS now submitted a modification of = 
his proposition, by striking out the words “the Whj 
party” in the original resolution, and inserting “ihe frot 
members of Congress.” (Laughter. ] hoo 
Mr. WISE remarked that his colleague's resoly. | 
tion purported to be partly an extract from the |e. a 
ter of Mr. Spencer, in which the words “the Whig tice 
party” were used, and not “the members of Cop. law 
gress.” He therefoie called for the reading of the ing, 
portion of the letter referred to, and also the rego. par 
lution offered by his coHeague. sus| 
They were read accordingly. k 
Mr. PICKENS desired to know if the Speaker the 
presented the question of reception as involving beir 
privileged question? For if the Chair put it to the low 
House to decide whether the resolation of the gen. YI 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] involved a priv. Athe 
ileged question, it then became a grave question of ~ 
the deepest interest, in which the rights and honor Will 
of the House were concerned, and a decision Calb 
should be made that could stand the test of time, = 
He agreed with the Chair, that it was for the Davi 
House, and not for the Speaker, to decide as to jts bert, 
privileges. He (Mr. P.) did not wish to interfere Will 
in this controversy at all; but whether it involved Hi 
the privileges of the House or not, was a question ool, 
above all party interests. Mc 
The SPEAKER gave an affirmative answer, ae 


Mr. BIDLACK made a few remarks, not dis. 
tinetly heard. nol 
Mr. WISE asked to be excused from voting, Blad 
He was placed in a dilemma, by the form in which 7 


the question would be put to the House. Were Thor 
the question as to whether the resolution of his -— 
colleague was a question of privilege, put separate- N 
ly from the question of reception, he should vete cries 
with pleasure. As it was, if he voted ay, he . 

should be voting that the resolution was a question How: 
of privilege, which he did not think; yet, he was ve 
anxious to receive the resolution, although notasa Morr 
privileged question. With these remarks, he with- way, 


drew his request to be excused from voting. ; 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired what would Will 
be the effect of the reception of this resolution as T 
a question of privilege? Would it come up for jorit 
the immediate consideration of the House? M 
The SPEAKER said Yes; and that it would was 


override all other business, lows 
The question was then taken, Shall the resola- 
tion be received as a question of privilege? and de BR Be 


cided in the negative—yeas 85, nays 106, as fol- 
lows: 


of the 
an ac 
Tupte 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, teenth 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Borden, Bots, the se 
J. Brown, Wm. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, Thos. J. Cam not a 
Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, before 
Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, De . John Bi: two; ¢ 
wards, Everett, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gam le Goggin, 

Haisted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Ken 
nedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley. Pearce, Pendleton, 
tamsey, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Shepperd, Slade, Truman onlin er , Stokely, 
Stratton, Alexander H, H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Tarney, Van Rensselaer, Wal: 
lace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. White, Augustus Young, 
and John Young—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arrington, Ath 
erton, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Bri i Sen, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Bur- 
nell, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Call- 
well, John Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis 
Dawson, Dean, Doan, Eastman, Ferris, Fessenden, Charles A. 
Floyd, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Gor- 
don, Gustine, Harris, Baas Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houstes, 
Hubard, Hunter, William W. Irwia, Jack, William Cost 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Mat 
Maxwell, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, Parr 
Patri Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Read, Reding, 

Ri ers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, 

Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, VU 
wood, Van Buren, Ward, Weller, Westbrook, Chr 
Willian Joseph 1. Williams, Winthrep, Wise, and W 


Mr. BOTTS thereupon remarked, that the 
party in Congress stood purged and acquitted 
the charges brought against them by the be 
Secretary. He had shown that he did not 
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